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INTRODUCTION 


IN  THE  SPRING  of  1838  a gToup  of  preachcTS  and  laymen  assembled  for  the 
laying  of  the  foundation  stone  of  the  first  building  of  Emory  College  in 
the  little  “village  in  the  grove”  which  was  named  Oxford  at  the  suggestion 
of  Ignatius  Few,  the  first  President.  Among  them  was  Rev.  Alexander 
Means,  whose  name  “is  a name  to  conjure  with  among  Georgians,”^  and 
among  Emory  folk  in  particular.  For  more  than  forty-five  years  Means  was 
to  be  intimately  associated  with  the  fortunes  of  the  college,  as  professor  of 
natural  science,  as  its  fourth  President,  and  as  a resident  of  Oxford  from  its 
foundation  to  his  death  in  1883.  Yet  he  played  an  important  part  in  the  his- 
tory of  four  other  educational  institutions  in  Georgia,  in  the  varied  religious 
and  educational  activities  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  in 
the  public  life  of  the  state.  From  early  manhood  his  life  was  dominated  by 
three  great  forces:  an  abiding  faith  in  God,  an  almost  fanatical  love  of 
science,  and  a deep  devotion  to  the  public  welfare.  Although  his  formal  edu- 
cation was  slight,  his  native  ability,  coupled  with  wide  reading  and  a “re- 
markable fluency  of  speech  and  charming  diction”  all  combined  in  after 
years  to  render  “his  public  speaking  so  captivating  alike  in  the  lecture  room 
as  in  the  pulpit  or  on  the  rostrum.”^ 

Alexander  Means  was  not  a native  Georgian.  His  father,  whose  name  he 
bore,  emigrated  from  northern  Ireland  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  and  estab- 
lished himself  at  Statesville,  North  Carolina.  Here  in  1800  he  married  Sarah 
McClellan,  a Scotch-Irish  girl  of  twenty  from  Pennsylvania.  Their  only 
child,  Alexander,  was  born  in  Statesville,  February  6,  1801.^  During  his 
childhood  the  family  was  in  straitened  circumstances  and  it  was  not  until  he 
was  ten  or  eleven  years  old  that  he  was  entered  at  an  “old  field  school,” 
though  his  mother  had  previously  taught  him  the  “three  R’s”  at  home.  A 
year  or  two  later  the  family  moved  to  Wilkesboro,  North  Carolina,  and  the 
boy  was  placed  in  the  charge  of  Milton  Ladd,  with  whom  he  remained  three 
years  and  from  whom  he  acquired  some  knowledge  of  languages  and  all  that 
his  instructor  knew  of  chemistry.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  flourishing 
academy  of  John  Mushat  at  Statesville,  where  for  two  years  he  was  able  to 
pursue  a more  thorough  and  systematic  course  of  study.  His  father’s  re- 
sources exhausted,  Alexander  was  compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  academy, 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  his  career  as  a teacher  at  Mocksville, 
North  Carolina.  Before  he  left  the  academy  several  gentlemen,  recognizing 
his  superior  ability  and  high  moral  character,  offered  to  defray  all  the  cost 
of  a college  education  for  him  at  the  University  of  South  Carolina,  but  his 
mother’s  Scotch  pride  would  not  permit  him  to  accept. 

Two  years  of  teaching  so  affected  his  health  that  his  mother,  to  whom  he 
was  devoted,  persuaded  him  to  give  it  up  and  to  seek  employment  of  another 
sort,  which  he  did,  accepting  a clerkship  with  a Mr.  Finley  at  Wilkesboro. 

^ Henry  Morton  Bullock,  A History  of  Emory  University  (Nashville,  Tennessee, 
1936),  p.  32. 

2 William  Abram  Love,  “Alexander  Means,  M.D.,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  F.A.A.S.” 
Transaction  of  the  Medical  Association  of  Georgia,  Thirty-Seventh  Annual  Session, 
1886  (Atlanta,  1886),  p.  335. 

^ Sarah  Harriet  Butts,  compiler.  The  Mothers  of  Some  Distinguished  Georgians  of 
the  Last  Half  of  the  Century  (New  York,  1902),  pp.  93-94. 

[5] 


The  death  of  his  mother  shortly  afterward  led  him  to  resign  this  position 
and  he  determined  to  leave  the  state  and  try  his  fortune  in  Georgia.  “With 
no  capital  but  his  excellent  character  and  a fair  elemental  education”  he 
made  his  way  on  foot  and  by  wagon  to  Madison  in  Morgan  County,  where 
he  had  acquaintances  through  whose  influence  he  presently  secured  a school 
in  Greene  County.  Then  followed  two  or  three  years  of  teaching  during 
which  he  accumulated  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  select  and  prosecute 
the  study  of  a profession.  “After  mature  reflection  he  selected  the  profession 
of  medicine.  . . . After  thorough  preparatory  reading  under  Doctors  Ran- 
dolph and  Walker,  at  Madison,  Ga.,  he  spent  one  session  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  Transylvania  University,”"  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  making  the 
long  journey  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  a part  of  it  through  Indian 
country,  on  horseback.  Returning  to  Georgia  in  the  autumn  of  1825  he  was 
granted  a license  to  practice  medicine.  For  perhaps  two  years  he  was  actively 
engaged  as  a physician  in  Putnam  County,  at  a place  later  called  Heam- 
ville.  Then  he  joined  Dr.  Henry  Gaither  in  the  new  and  thriving  little  town 
of  Covington,  in  Newton  County,  and  for  six  years  the  two  young  men  were 
partners.  It  was  during  these  years  that  Means  made  several  of  the  most  im- 
portant decisions  of  his  entire  life:  in  1825  he  joined  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church;  on  Christmas  Day  1827  he  married  Miss  S.  A.  E.  Winston;  in 
1828  or  1829  he  became  a licensed  “exhorter,”  or  local  preacher;  and  he 
began  that  close  and  critical  study  of  chemistry  and  especially  electricity  for 
which  he  became  widely  known  throughout  the  South. 

His  interest  in  education  led  him  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  project  of 
the  Methodists  of  Georgia  to  establish  a manual  labor  school  and  in  1834  he 
accepted  the  superintendency  of  the  school  which  was  set  up  near  Coving- 
ton. For  four  years  he  held  this  position,  and  despite  the  financial  and  other 
difficulties  under  which  the  institution  labored,  his  own  reputation  as  an 
educator,  as  a scientist,  and  as  a local  preacher,  increased.  Accordingly, 
when  Emory  College,  which  was  ultimately  to  absorb  the  manual  labor 
school,  was  organized  and  the  faculty  elected,  it  was  not  surprising  that 
Means,  on  December  8,  1837,  was  elected  professor  of  natural  science.  He 
spent  the  winter  of  1838-39  in  special  study  at  old  Pennsylvania  College  and 
the  JeflPerson  Medical  School  in  Philadelphia.  His  published  essays  and  his 
lectures  at  Emory  attracted  state-wide  attention  to  such  an  extent  “that  the 
Medical  College  of  Georgia,  at  Augusta,  in  1840,  conferred  upon  him  the 
honorary  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine,  ^as  a testimonial  of  confidence  in  his 
proficiency  in  the  sciences  and  of  his  skill  m the  practice  of  medicine f and  at 
the  same  time  he  was  elected  professor  of  chemistry  in  that  institution.”® 
The  Emory  trustees  permitted  him  to  accept  the  appointment  while,  still 
retaining  the  chair  of  natural  science  at  Emory,  an  arrangement  that  lasted 
until  his  resignation  from  Emory  in  December  1855. 

It  was  a strenuous  task  that  Means  had  undertaken,  one  that  would  have 
broken  a less  able  man.  At  Augusta  he  soon  became  popular  with  medical 
students  and  the  resident  faculty  and  physicians  through  his  brilliant  lectures 
and  fascinating  experiments,  especially  those  in  the  field  of  electrical  phe- 
nomena. It  was  here  that  he  “began  to  investigate,  in  special  studies  and  by 


^ Love,  pp.  332-34. 
5 Love,  p.  336. 
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many  experiments,  the  character  of  the  vital  forces  of  the  animal  economy, 
and  to  make  a series  of  notes  upon  ‘Electricity  as  a Therapeutic  Agency.’ 
These  notes  were  subsequently  formulated  into  lectures  and  delivered  to  the 
classes  of  the  Atlanta  Medical  College,”®  an  institution  founded  in  1854  in 
which  Means  became  professor  of  chemistry  and  pharmacy  in  1855. 

In  1851,  feeling  the  need  of  rest  and  relaxation,  Means  visited  Europe 
and  spent  several  months  travelling  in  England,  Scotland,  and  on  the  conti- 
nent. While  in  London  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  several  of  the  leading 
scientists  of  the  period,  including  Sir  Michael  Faraday  and  Sir  Charles 
Lyell.  It  was  through  the  courtesy  of  the  former  that  he  was  presented  to 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Science  (i.e.,  the  Royal  Society)  and  made  a cor- 
responding member.  He  returned  home  reinvigorated  and  with  his  mind 
“richly  laden  with  treasures  garnered  in  the  laboratories  and  ancient  colleges 
of  science  in  London,  Paris  and  Berlin,”  and  with  glowing  memories  of  the 
scenery  of  the  Scottish  highlands  and  the  Alps.  It  was  in  1851,  too,  that  he 
was,  upon  the  motion  of  Professor  John  William  Draper,  made  a member 
of  the  American  Scientific  Association. 

Two  years  later,  in  1853,  while  still  holding  his  professorships  at  Emory 
and  Augusta,  Means  accepted  the  presidency  of  the  Southern  Masonic  Fe- 
male College  in  Covington,  a position  he  held  for  about  a year,  when  the 
trustees  of  Emory  College  elected  him  President  of  that  institution  upon  the 
resignation  of  Bishop  George  Foster  Pierce.  Familiar  as  he  was  with  the 
operation  of  the  college,  there  were  few  changes  of  policy  during  his  ad- 
ministration. He  did  recommend  the  abandonment  of  the  dormitory  system, 
and  he  proposed  to  the  trustees  that  the  newly  established  Oglethorpe  Medi- 
cal College  in  Savannah  be  taken  over  and  operated  as  one  of  Emory’s  de- 
partments. Neither  recommendation  was  approved.  Meantime  another  op- 
portunity presented  itself.  He  had  been  President  of  Emory  hardly  one 
semester  when  the  trustees  granted  him  permission  to  accept  a professorship 
in  the  new  Atlanta  Medical  College,  “with  the  distinct  understanding  that 
he  is  to  be  absent  from  his  work  at  Oxford  only  from  Friday  noon  till  the 
opening  of  College  Exercises  on  Monday  morning  of  each  week.”^  The 
arrangement  did  not  prove  satisfactory  and  in  December  1855  Means’s 
resignation  from  Emory  was  accepted.  His  appointment  as  professor  of 
chemistry  and  pharmacy  in  the  Atlanta  Medical  School  had  already  been 
announced,  with  an  accompanying  statement  that  “it  is  a generally  admitted 
fact  that  for  profound  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subjects  embraced 
in  his  chair,  and  for  eloquence  as  a lecturer,  he  has  no  superior  in  the 
United  States.”® 

For  the  next  three  years  Dr.  Means  held  the  two  professorships  at  Augusta 
and  Atlanta,  lecturing  at  Augusta  during  the  winter  and  at  Atlanta  during 
the  summer.  He  continued  to  make  his  permanent  home  in  Oxford.  In  1858 
he  resigned  the  professorship  in  Augusta,  where  he  had  taught  successfully 
for  nineteen  consecutive  sessions,  and  concentrated  his  work  in  Atlanta,  the 
“Railroad  city  of  Georgia,”  as  he  called  it  in  his  introductory  lecture.  May 
1,  1856.  In  1860  his  name  appears  again  in  the  catalogue  of  Emory  College, 

® Love,  pp.  336-37. 

Emory  College  Board  of  Trustees  Minutes,  December  20,  1854,  p.  207. 

® Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  I,  No.  1 (September  1855),  p.  63. 
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this  time  as  emeritus  professor  of  natural  science,  and  it  was  during  the 
winter  of  1859-60  that  he  delivered  at  Emory  a special  course  of  twenty-six 
lectures  on  the  “nebular  theory  of  planetary  formation  and  the  harmony  of 
this  theory  with  the  ‘Mosaic  cosmogony.’  ” President  Thomas  of  Emory 
College  spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  Means’s  lectures,  saying;  “We  certainly 
do  not  offend  against  tmth,  and  we  think  not  against  good  taste  when  we 
say,  that  we  never  have  witnessed  such  an  array  of  scientific  facts  — con- 
ceded facts  — most  of  them  brought  to  bear  upon  a single  line  of  discussion. 
During  its  progress,  almost  every  science  was  held  under  contribution  by 
way  of  illustrating  and  strengthening  the  lecturer’s  main  positions.  ...  If 
his  glowing  imagery,  and  stirring  pathos  be  wonderful,  his  inductive  power 
is  no  less  so.  . . .”® 

Until  the  Atlanta  Medical  College  suspended  its  sessions  on  account  of 
the  war,  and  again  after  it  reopened  its  doors.  Dr.  Means  continued  to 
attract  wide  attention  through  his  research,  especially  in  the  field  of  electri- 
city, which  he  called  “the  vicegerent  of  God  on  earth,”  and  through  the 
eloquence  of  his  lectures.  His  hearers  felt  in  after  years  that  he  had  been  the 
first  to  announce  many  of  the  phenomena  and  properties  of  electricity  — he 
is  said  to  have  predicted  the  phonograph  and  the  electric  engine  a score  of 
years  before  their  actual  development,  and  to  have  shown  at  Emory  as  early 
as  1852  what  many  regarded  as  the  first  electric  light  ever  exhibited  in 
America,  using  crude  charcoal  in  place  of  carbon  — and  there  was  much 
regret  that  his  lectures  on  “Electro-Physiology”  and  “Electro-Therapeutics” 
were  not  more  fully  published.  Had  that  been  done  it  might  be  possible  to 
determine  the  extent  to  which  his  ideas  and  pronouncements  were  truly 
original  with  him,  and  how  much  he  owed  to  his  study  of  the  writings  of 
such  scientists  as  Faraday,  Lyell,  Draper,  and  others.  Of  one  thing  we  may 
be  sure:  Alexander  Means  for  fifty  years  was  ever  insistent  that  the  South 
should  take  an  equal  part  with  the  North  and  with  Europe  in  the  advance- 
ment of  science. 

Following  the  war.  Dr.  Means  resumed  his  professorship  in  the  Atlanta 
Medical  College.  In  1868  he  resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  state  chemist 
of  Georgia  — he  was  the  first  to  hold  the  title  — and  until  1877  he  held 
office,  having  his  laboratory  in  Savannah  during  the  winter  months  and  at 
his  home  in  Oxford  in  the  summer.  Honors  continued  to  shower  upon  him. 
He  had  already  been  granted  the  honorary  degrees  of  D.D.  and  LL.D.  by 
Emory  College,  in  1854  and  1858  respectively.  In  the  latter  year  he  became 
a Fellow  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  and 
a member  of  the  American  Chemical  Society  of  New  York  City.  In  1879  he 
was  elected  to  membership  in  the  Meteorological  Society  of  Boston.  He  died 
on  June  5,  1883,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  burying  ground  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Oxford  the  following  day. 

***** 

The  diary  for  1861,  which  is  reproduced  here,  is  one  of  three  in  the  Emory 
University  Library,  the  others  being  for  the  years  1873  and  1874.  Means  is 
said  to  have  kept  voluminous  diaries  through  the  years,  beginning  at  least 
as  early  as  1825,  when  he  was  a student  at  Transylvania  University.  There 
is  a great  difference  in  the  style  of  writing  between  the  diary  entries  and  the 


Southern  Christian  Advocate,  Vol.  XXIII  (January  19,  May  24,  1855),  pp.  11,  83. 
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published  addresses  and  essays  of  Alexander  Means.  The  man  whom  George 
G.  Smith  in  his  biography  of  Bishop  Pierce  described  as  the  “enthusiastic, 
warm-hearted,  gentle,  tender  Dr.  Means,  who  loved  an  adjective  as  he 
loved  an  experiment,  and  whose  splendor  of  diction  was  equalled  only  by 
his  fervor  of  declamation  and  his  unquestioned  piety,”  was  extremely  homely 
and  simple  in  his  diary  entries,  careless  of  punctuation  and  spelling,  and 
occasionally  inexact  or  obscure  in  his  mathematical  calculations.  He  was 
obviously  writing  only  for  his  own  eyes.  His  deep  and  sincere  piety,  his 
patriotic  loyalty  to  Georgia  and  the  South,  mingled  with  nostalgia  for  the 
old  Union,  are  all  clearly  evident.  The  diary  for  1861  is  valuable  in  that  it 
gives  the  reader  not  only  a fair  picture  of  the  extremely  varied  activities  of 
the  author,  particularly  in  his  relation  to  Church  and  State,  but  also  an 
insight  into  the  everyday  life  of  a prominent  citizen  of  Georgia  during  the 
early  months  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  editor  has  attempted  to  transliterate  the  diary  as  it  was  written  by 
Means,  including  peculiarities  and  errors  in  spelling.  Date  headings  have 
been  normalized  throughout.  Within  the  diary  entries  Means’s  punctuation 
has  generally  been  retained,  except  that  it  has  been  necessary  in  a few 
instances  to  add  periods.  The  diary  is  written  in  ink,  except  for  two  or  three 
pages  in  pencil  during  Means’s  visit  to  Richmond,  in  a small  blank  book, 
16.5  X 10  cm.  in  size.  At  the  end  is  a list  of  letters  written  by  Means  during 
the  year  and  a few  notes  on  hotel  charges  in  Atlanta  which  are  omitted 
here.  Inconsequential  entries  for  a number  of  days  have  also  been  omitted. 

October  1949 
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A.  MEANS’S  DIARY  FOR  1861 

January  1st_,  Tuesday 

By  the  mercy  of  an  overruling  Providence,  I find  myself  spared  to  greet 
the  opening  light  of  a New  Tear. 

On  my  bended  knees,  I have  endeavored  to  recognize  the  kindness  that 
has  spared  me,  and  I would  now^  henceforth  and  forever  dedicate  myself  to 
the  service  of  my  Heavenly  Father  — desiring  to  promote  his  glory  and  the 
good  of  my  fellow  men  as  long  as  he  shall  kindly  bless  me  with  life  and 
ability  to  serve  him.  My  health  is  still  fe'eble  — a strange  affection  of  my 
breast  still  distresses  me  occasionally,  altho’  I am  able  to  preach,  and  deliver 
addresses.  O!  that  Divine  Goodness  would  vouchsafe  greater  freedom  from 
this  affliction  and  improved  health,  if  consistent  with  my  good  and  God’s 
glory. 

The  “Wife  of  my  youth”  is  in  pretty  good  health  — having  entered  upon 
her  51rst  year  since  10th  of  Aug.  last. 

Thomas  Alexander  our  first  born,  now  32  years  old  since  11th  Oct.  and 
is  still  in  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  has  never  yet  married.  He  has  taken  a 
high  position,  however,  as  a man,  and,  I trust,  will  succeed  ultimately  in 
his  profession. 

Leonidas  Summerfield  — my  second  son  has  had  the  happy  addition  of 
a son  (the  first  child  that  has  lived)  to  his  family  circle.  He  has  called  him 
“Joseph  Eve.”  He  is  doing  a very  fine  professional  practice,  and  stands  fair 
in  church  & community. 

Olin  Sanford,  our  3rd  son  is  yet  unmarried  — is  still  an  Itinerant  minister, 
and  has  been  stationed  this  year  at  the  Asbury  charge  in  the  city  of  Augusta. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Paine  now  Mrs.  Capers,  has  two  children  and  is  living  in 
Atlanta.  Her  husband,  the  Dr.  is  a man  of  fine  talents,  but  has  thus  far  failed 
to  succeed  in  his  profession.  O!  that  God  may  especially  care  for  our  dear 
meek  and  patient  Mary. 

Victoria  Ann  now  Mrs.  G.  W.  Johnson  has  two  children  and  lives  at  my 
place  in  Atlanta  — her  husband  a clever  man,  in  partnership  with  Bro  G B 
Haygood  Esq  in  the  practice  of  Law.^®  His  prospects  of  professional  success 
not  as  good  as  I would  desire. 

Susan  Cade  our  third  daughter  now  at  home  with  us  is  in  good  health  and 
about  17  years  old  in  Oct.  last. 

Francis  McClelland  our  4th  living  son,  is  now  15  years  old  — studying 
Latin  & Greek  with  us  at  home. 

Hendree  Winston  our  next  boy  is  about  12  years  old  — active,  healthy  & 
amiable.  May  God  help  us  to  “raise  him  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord” 

Sarah  Leonore  is  our  darling  youngest  and  last,  now  about  9 years  old. 
Active,  healthy,  devoted  to  her  books,  and  very  successful  in  her  studies. 
Surely  kind  heaven  will  make  her  a blessing  to  our  declining  years. 

She  is  an  obedient,  affectionate,  benevolent,  pure  and  lovely  child,  and 

Greene  B.  Haygood  was  a distinguished  lawyer  of  Atlanta  and  a prominent  Meth- 
odist layman.  He  was  the  father  of  Atticus  Greene  Haygood  (1839-1896),  President 
of  Emory  College  from  1875  to  1884  and  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  from  1890. 
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I trust  God  will  keep  and  own  her  for  himself.  O.  Merciful  Father  accept 
again,  at  the  opening  of  this  new  and  eventful  year,  myself  and  my  dear 
charges  — white  and  colored  — young  and  old,  under  thine  especial  and 
merciful  protection  and  guidance,  and  if  thy  wisdom  and  goodness  justify 
it,  may  this  year  be  the  brightest  & best  of  our  lives. 

Yet  O!  Father  help  us  to  say  “Thy  will  be  done.” 

During  this  year  — perhaps  within  a few  weeks  the  destiny  of  my  great 
country  may  be  sealed  forever  in  darkness  & dissolution.  Yet  I am  not  with- 
out some  hope.  O!  God,  in  goodness  avert  that  fearful  calamity  — forgive 
our  national  iniquities  and  let  us  still  flourish  — a happy  nation  under  the 
guiding  Providence  that  conducted  us  safely  through  the  fires  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

Went  to  Covington  with  nephew  John  White,  and  heard  Secession 
speeches  of  Col.  Clark  and  Harper. 

Young  people  have  the  amusement  of  a “Tableau”  tonight  at  the  College 
Chapel. 

Wednesday  2nd.  Election  Day  throughout  the  state  for  delegates  to  the 
most  important  Conversion  [Convention]  which  has  ever  been  in  session 
since  the  time  of  the  Revolution.^^  Very  wet  and  cold  day.  Borrowed  $300 
from  Bro  C.  D.  Parr  for  10  or  12  days  to  meet  Dr.  Caper’s  debt  in  Auburn. 
Thursday  3rd.  Left  home  by  sun-rise  for  Auburn,  Alabama.  Stopped  in 
Atlanta  and  drew  my  Dividend  from  Atlanta  & W.  Pt.  R Road  ($172.)  on 
43  shares  of  stock  at  4 pr.  ct.  Saw  son  Leonidas,  at  W.  Pt.  and  went  on  to 
Auburn.  Stopped  at  Dr.  Sasnett’s.^^  Spent  pleasant  night  with  his  family. 
Friday  4th.  Paid  $450  on  $900  joint  note  given  for  Dr.  Capers  by  myself 
accepter  and  Maj.  Frank  Capers  endorser,^®  to  the  Auburn  Bank  — Col. 
Seals  Brest.  Col.  Seals  promises  me  to  protest  note  in  order  to  hold  Maj.  C. 
liable  and  will  not  collect  remainder  of  me  until  Maj.  C.  is  sued  out.  Satur- 
day 5th.  Came  on  to  Atlanta  last  night  — and  spent  today  in  Atlanta. 
Bot  pr  boots  self  — 50  lbs  rice  & 1 box  candles  (20ct.)  of  Robson.^^  2 days 
ago  Mr.  Johnson  buys  bed  sted  and  mattrass  ($5  & $4.00  from  Chaffin. — 
Reached  home,  thankful,  on  to  night  11/2  O'C.  Rumors  of  war  between 
North  and  South  still  alarming. 

Sabbath  6th.  At  home.  Bro.  Yarbrough^^  preaches  from  bk  of  Acts  “He 
thanked  God  & took  courage.”  O!  what  a sweet  spiritual  communion  today 

Governor  Joseph  E.  Brown  on  November  21,  1860,  issued  a proclamation  calling 
for  the  election  of  delegates  to  a State  Convention  to  determine  whether  or  not 
Georgia  should  secede. 

At  this  time  the  Rev.  William  J.  Sasnett,  D.D.,  was  president  of  East  Alabama 
College  at  Auburn.  From  1849  to  1860  he  had  been  a member  of  the  faculty  of 
Emory  College. 

Dr.  Henry'  D.  Capers,  who  was  married  to  Means’s  daughter  Mary’  Elizabeth,  and 
Major  Frank  [Francis]  W.  Capers,  who  was  at  this  time  superintendent  of  the  Georgia 
Military’  Institute  at  Marietta,  were  sons  of  Bishop  William  Capers  (1790-1855).  Dr. 
Capers  in  1858-59  had  been  practicing  medicine  in  Auburn. 

S.  B.  Robson  & Co.,  Grocers  and  Commission  Merchants,  were  located  on  White- 
hall Street. 

George  W.  Yarbrough,  Emory  '57,  was  appointed  one  of  two  resident  pastors  at 
Oxford  the  other  being  W.  V.  Evans — for  1861,  by  the  Georgia  Conference  in  1860. 
His  father,  John  Wesley’  Yarbrough,  was  appointed  presiding  elder  of  the  .Atlanta 
district.  Both  resided  in  Oxford. 


in  the  house  of  God!  Prayer  Meeting  week  begins.  Monday  7th.  Gloomy 
and  wet.  Haul  my  crop  of  cotton  (20  bale)  to  Depot  in  order  to  send  to 
Phinizy  & Clayton.^®  Paid  Bro  Stansil  for  packing  20  bale  — $10.  — Tues- 
day 8th.  Went  to  Covington  & Depot.  Got  small  bedstead  & mattrass,  box 
candles  & 50  lb  Rice  yesterday.  — Poli[ti]cal  prospects  very  gloomy  still. 
Roads  muddy.  Wednesday  9th.  Bro.  Gathright  settles  with  me.  Black  S. 
a/c  about  $&  woodwork  & cogwheels  27.46  = $87.46.  After  Sam’s  hire 
(260)  due  me  172.46.  Gives  note  for  $2.46.  Sam  in  my  shop. 

Thursday  10th.  Warm  last  night  but  windy  and  cold  today.  Paid  to 
Baker  & Gushing  $75  in  full  for  thrasher  & fan.  took  receipt.  — News  that 
ship  “Star  of  the  West”  sent  by  Genl  Government  to  Fort  Sumpter  with 
provisions  was  fired  into  from  Morris’  island  & returned.  God  compassionate 
my  country!  Friday  11th.  Went  to  Covington.  Collected  $200.  draft  from 
Phinizy  & Clayton  on  cotton.  Attended  prayer  meeting  Fast  Day  & prayer 
meeting  week.  Paid  Mr.  Williams  money  borrowed.  Saturday  12th.  Leave 
home  for  Convention  at  Milledgeville/^  where  the  destinies  of  our  state  are 
to  be  cast.  O!  that  kind  Heaven  may  bless  and  guide  me  and  direct  our 
counsels  for  the  best  interests  of  our  periled  country.  Order  Phinizy  & Clay- 
ton to  sell  my  cotton  crop.  20  bales.  Bro.  Yarborough  goes  with  me  to 
Lkhonia. 

Sabbath  13th.  Stop  [at]  Bro.  Wm.  Clark’s  who  meets  us  at  the  Depot  of 
Lithonia  and  took  us  home  with  him  on  yesterday.  Dedicate  New  Church 
from  Luke  24th  32.  [“]  Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us.”  Gold  day.  Mon- 
day 14th.  Left  in  company  with  Judge  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Wm.  Montgom- 
ery for  Milledgeville.  Reached  Macon  say  7 OG  PM  and  left  at  10  OC  P. 
M.  quite  feeble.  This  has  been  cold  but  uncomfortable  day.  Reached  Mil- 
ledgeville the  city  of  our  destiny  at  12^  OG.  A.  M.  & stopped  with  my 
friends  at  Mrs.  McCombs’.  Tuesday  15th.  Members  of  Convention  pour- 
ing in  from  all  quarters.  Called  on  Gov.  Brown  in  State  House.  Wednesday 
16th.  Convention  met  in  Representative  Chamber  301  members  elect,  not 
quite  all  present.  — Judge  [Henry  L.]  Penning  [delegate  from  Muscogee 
County]  called  to  the  chair  & Mr.  A[rthur]  Hood  [of  Randolph  County] 
made  Secretary.  Hon.  Asbury  Hull  then  nominated  as  President  Hon.  Ex- 
Governor  of  the  state  Geo.  W.  Crawford  — who  was  elected  by  acclamation. 
— Mr.  [Albert  R.]  Lamar  of  Muscogee  was  then  elected  as  Clerk.  Mr.  Jesse 
Oslin  [of  Cobb  County]  by  acclamation  — Messenger  and  Mr.  [William] 
Adkins  [Atkins],  doorkeeper  both  the  last  old  officers  of  the  Legislature.  The 
House  was  organized,  & prayer  offered  at  my  suggestion  to  the  President, 
by  Rev.  Mr.  [James]  Williamson  a Scotchman  [of  Telfair  County].^® 

Thursday  17th.  mistake  — House  adopted  Rules  today.  A test  vote 


Ferdinand  Phinizy  and  Edward  P.  Clayton,  his  classmate  at  Franklin  College  (later 
the  University  of  Georgia),  organized  the  firm  of  Phinizy  & Clayton,  cotton  brokers, 
of  Augusta,  shortly  before  the  Civil  War. 

The  three  delegates  elected  in  Newton  County  were  Alexander  Means,  W.  S. 
Montgomery,  and  Purmedus  Reynolds.  Journal  of  the  Public  and  Secret  Proceedings 
of  the  People  of  Georgia  Held  in  Milledgeville  and  Savannah  in  1861.  Together 
with  the  Ordinances  Adopted.  (Milledgeville,  Ga. : Boughton,  Nisbet  & Barnes,  State 
Printers,  1861),  p.  6. 

The  material  enclosed  wtihin  brackets  is  drawn  from  the  Journal  of  the  Proceed- 
ings, pp.  3-9.  Corrected  spelling  of  names  is  similarly  indicated. 
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taken  today  on  Resolutions"^  offered  by  Mr.  [E.  A.]  Nisbet  of  Bibb,  namely, 
“It  is  the  right  and  duty  of  this  state  to  secede  from  the  Union.”  Gov.  [Her- 
schel  V.]  Johnson  [of  Jefferson  County]  brought  up  counter  Resolutions, 
proposing  them  as  a Suhstime,  declaring  our  wrongs  and  without  entire 
satisfaction,  determination  to  secede.  As  a last  ultimatum,  1.  Proposing  a 
Congress  of  all  the  Southern  states, to  meet  at  Atlanta  on  the  15th  [16th] 
of  Feb.  next  to  consult  upon  the  mode  of  action.  2.  recommending  to  hold 
on  to  Fort  Pulaski  occupied  by  Gov.  Brown’s  order,  and  other  Federal  re- 
sources within  our  borders  as  a pledge  against  aggression  from  the  U.  S. 
Government  until  controversy  settled.  3.  Should  Federal  Government  at- 
tempt coercion  of  this  or  any  other  Southern  State,  at  any  date  anterior  to 
the  15th  of  Feb.  then  and  in  that  event  the[y]  resist  such  act  by  all  the 
resources  in  their  power,  if  tomorrow.  4.  This  Convention  never  to  disband 
until  final  and  satisfactory  settlement  secured  or  secession  effective.  5.  It  was 
proposed  however,  to  adjourn  until  the  25th  of  Feb.,  so  that  if  the  North 
made  concessions  and  adopted  all  our  programme  of  rights  demanded, 
which  was  as  strong  as  secessionists  claimed,  before  the  4th  day  of  March 
next  — the  day  of  Lincoln’s  Inauguration  — then  the  Union  would  remain 
intact  as  far  as  the  Empire  State  of  the  South  was  concerned.  Otherwise 
she  would  retire  from  the  sisterhood  of  states  and  not  submit  to  her  admini- 
stration. 

This  Resolution,  however,  was  cut  off  from  a vote  by  a call  for  the  main 
question,  “Secession  or  No  Secession  immediately.” 

I and  my  compeers  from  Newton  voted  “No.”  I spoke  % of  an  hour 
against  the  Resol.  The  question  was  then  put  and  the  vote  stood  165  for 
secession  130  against.^" 

Friday  18th.  Test  vote  taken  today  on  secession  not  yesterday. 

Saturday  19th.  MEMORABLE  DAY.  Second  Independence  declared!!! 

— The  state  of  Georgia  passes  her  solemn  act  of  Secession  from  the  United 
States  by  a majority  of  119.* * — Before  the  Bill  was  put  upon  its  final  pass- 
age, however,  leave  was  granted  us  (the  Minority)  to  bring  up  Gov.  John- 
son’s Resolutions  again  and  vote  for  them  without  discussion,  that  we  might 
be  set  right  upon  the  record  for  the  inspection  of  posterity.  The  vote  now 
stood  164  to  133  — leaving  a majority  again  for  secession  of  31.  Having  now 
by  two  decisive  T est  votes  found  that  the  state  was  inevitably  committed  to 
immediate  secession  and  that  further  operation  [opposition]  was  useless. 

Myself,  Mr.  Montgomery  one  of  my  colleagues  & 86  others,^^  determined 

— after  the  last  possibility  of  striking  a blow  for  co-operation  of  the  South- 

Evidently,  Means  did  not  write  in  his  diary  every  day.  Here  he  enters  under  the 
date  of  January  17  the  events  of  the  following  day. 

20  Including  South  Carolina,  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  which  had  already 
seceded. 

21  Means  did  not  include  the  affirmative  vote  of  the  president  of  the  Convention. 

*208  aye  aff. 

89  no 

119  maj.  [Means’s  note] 

22  This  would  seem  to  be  an  error.  Of  the  133  delegates  voting  in  favor  of  Governor 
Johnson  s substitute^  resolution,  42,  including  Means  and  Montgomery,  voted  in  the 
affirmative  when  Nisbet’s  secession  resolution  came  up  for  its  final  passage.  Journal 
of  the  Proceedings,  pp.  35-39. 


ern  States  had  vanished,  to  vote  for  the  Secession  Ordinance  on  its  final 
passage.  This  move  was  consistent  with  our  cherished  purpose  when  we  left 
home,  viz.  to  do  our  utmost  for  the  good  and  safety  of  our  beloved  state  — 
in  or  out  of  the  Union. 

Failing  to  [achieve]  any  thing  on  our  plan  and  she  [Georgia]  was  honor- 
ably committed  to  secession,  with  the  risk  of  all  the  consequences,  I and,  I 
suppose,  all  who  voted  with  me  deemed  it  best,  to  show  no  signs  of  serious 
internal  feuds  or  distractions,  which  the  coercionists  at  the  North  might  seek 
to  turn  to  their  advantage,  but  on  the  contrary  to  present  as  solid  a front  as 
possible  to  our  enemies  by  swelling  the  majority  vote,  so  as  to  intimidate  or 
arrest  in  their  mad  scheme  of  attempted  coercion,  our  Northern  assailants 

— hoping  thus  to  harmonize  our  own  people,  and  secure  peaceful  results. 

To  a discer[n]ing  posterity  and  our  faithful  God,  we  humbly  submit  the 

issue  of  our  action.  My  vote  was  thus  not  finally  given  without  lifting  up  my 
head  in  prayer  for  Divine  guidance  — One  of  my  esteemed  and  excellent 
colleagues  from  Newton  County,^^  which  I represented,  honestly  and,  I have 
no  doubt  patriotically  withheld  his  vote  from  the  Ordinance  on  its  passage, 
but  afterwards  signed  it  with  all  the  other  co-operationists  in  Convention  — 
save  6 or  7,  who,  by  a protest  presented  by  Mr.  [J.  P.]  Simmons  of  Gwinnett 
against  the  act,  yet  determined  to  endorse  the  action  & shun  no  responsibili- 
ties incurred  by  it,  which  was  passed  and  entered  on  the  Journal. 

Sabbath  20th.  Preached  at  the  Methodist  Church  from  Luke  24th  32d 
“Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us.”  Monday  21st.  Secession  Ordinance 
Signed  by  counties  in  Representative  Chamber  — calls  made  by  counties. 
In  accordance  with  the  views  which  I entertained  of  the  solemnity  of  the 
act,  I affixed  my  humble  signature  to  that  important  instrument  with  an 
ivory  shafted  metallic  pen,  which  had  never  written  one  solitary  word 
before,  and  which  by  my  solemn  purpose  and  resolve  should  never  write 
another.  I commit  it  to  the  sacred  keeping  of  my  oldest  and  beloved  son, 
now  a resident  of  the  city  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  with  a request  that  he 
hand  it  down  to  his  posterity,  should  he  have  any,  and  in  the  failure  of  that 
event,  to  be  given  to  my  dear  youngest  son,  Hendree  Winston  Means,  now 
about  10  years  of  age,  to  be  given  to  his  posterity.  — Let  it  be  held  as  a 
precious  family  remembrancer  of  the  part  their  venerable  father  acted  in 
this  eventful  crisis.  On  the  day  of  the  signature  I am  within  18  days  of  my 
60th  year  — My  birthday  being  the  6th  of  Feb.  1801.  — Tuesday  22nd. 
Multifarious  business  before  the  convention,  not  essential  to  be  detailed.  I 
met  committee  tonight.^^  “slavery  & relation  of  [unfinished]  Wednesday 
23rd.  Decided  action  taken  by  the  Convention  upon  Resolutions  offered  by 
Mr.  Thos  Cobb  as  chairman,  against  the  African  Slave  trade  in  all  its  forms 

— Passed  by  a unanimous  vote  of  the  Convention.  Resolution  by  Mr. 
Toombs  to  elect  10  delegates  to  the  Congress  in  Alabama. 

Thursday  24th.  10  Delegates  elected  to  Congress  at  Montgomery  Ala- 
bama 

Messrs  Robert  Toombs  I , 

Howell  Cobb  \ 

1 Dist.  Mr.  Francis  A.  Bartow 


23  Purmedus  Reynolds. 

24  Standing  Committee  on  the  Relations  with  the  Slave-Holding  States  of  North 
America,  appointed  on  the  preceding  day.  Journal  of  the  Proceedings,  p.  47. 
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2 “ Martin  J.  Crawford 

3 E.  A.  Nisbet 

4 Benj.  H.  Hill 

5 Augustus  W.  Wright 

6 Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb 

7 Augustus  R.  Kenan 

8 Alex  H Stephens 

Very  bad  wet  & cold  weather  continues.  Friday  25th.  Much  business  done. 
In  Secret  session  with  solemn  injunctions  from  the  President.  Wet  & cold 
still.  Water  courses  enormously  high.  Saturday  26th.  Very  wet  & rainy 
last  night.  Still  cool  and  cloudy.  Convention  meets  at  10  O’c^®  Much  busi- 
ness done.  Clears  off  this  evening. 

Sabbath  27th.  Heard  Bro  Adams^®  preach  in  charge  on  “Masters  render 
to  your  servants  that  which  is  just  & equal.”  Fine  day.  Visited  the  city  ceme- 
tery. Monday  28th.  On  Convention  business.  Passed  ordinance  to  dismiss 
Custom  House  federal  officers  and  take  possession  of  the  Revenue  at  Savan- 
nah, by  a majority  of  14  — 50  or  more  members  absent.^^  Tuesday  29th. 
Reconsidered  vote  on  the  Savannah  Revenue,  and  took  vote  again  — 37 
majority^®  So  the  Federal  officers  dismissed  and  the  customs  claimed  for 
Ga.  — Charleston  being  under  partial  blockade  — ships  come  by  numbers 
to  unload  at  Savannah.  I voted  against  removal  of  Federal  officers  for  the 
present  until  the  Southern  Congress  could  assemble  & adopt  official  measures 
to  prevent  loss  of  trade  &c  — I fear  much  evil  from  this  step.  After  Eulogy 
on  Col.  Chs  Murphy,  dec.  member  from  DeKalb,  by  Luther  J.  Glenn,^® 
Convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  Savannah  at  call  of  chair. 

Wednesday  30th.  Having  witnessed  on  yesterday  afternoon  at  5 O’C, 
the  close  of  the  most  important  assembly  ever  held  in  Georgia  since  the  days 
of  the  Revolution  — I reached  my  dear  home  at  about  11^  O’C  A.  M.  — 
Sincerely  thankful  that  I found  my  family  all  well  and  that  my  own  health 
seems  better  than  when  I left  home.  Dr.  Capers  came  down  with  me.  Dr. 
Gaither^'^  sick  and  suffering  much  with  Haemorrhoids  & their  secondary 
results.  — Dr.  Capers  lectured  at  College.  Young  men  called  me  out.  — Lec- 
tured on  causes  of  our  separation  from  the  Union.  Thursday  31st.  Beauti- 

25  Means  was  called  upon  to  open  the  Convention  with  prayer. 

26  Rev.  Hab.  T.  Adams,  who  had  been  appointed  to  Milledgeville  and  Bethel  in  the 
Macon  District,  by  the  Georgia  Conference  of  1860. 

27  This  ordinance  provided  that  “all  citizens  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  who,  on  the 
19th  day  of  January,  1861,  were  holding  office  connected  with  the  Custorns,  under 
the  Government  of  the  late  United  States,  within  the  limits  of  this  State”  should  be 
appointed  to  hold  such  offices  under  the  government  of  the  state  of  Georgia  until 
otherwise  directed.  They  were  to  receive  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  for  their 
service.  The  ordinance  was  adopted  by  a vote  of  130  to  119 — the  majortiy  being  11, 
not  14,  as  Means  recorded.  Journal  of  the  Proceedings,  pp.  92-96. 

28  The  vote  recorded  in  the  official  record  v/as  113  to  143,  a majority  of  30  against 
reconsideration.  Means  voted  in  favor  of  reconsideration. 

29  Luther  J.  Glenn  was  a delegate  from  Fulton  County.  His  term  as  mayor  of  Atlanta 
expired  in  January  1860.  He  entered  military  service  as  commander  of  the  Stephens 
Rifles  (Co.  C.,  9th  Georgia  Cavalry)  and  in  a letter  of  October  15,  1861,  declined 
a proposal  that  he  become  a candidate  for  election  to  the  Confederate  Congress. 

30  Dr.  Henry  L.  Gaither,  a resident  of  Oxford,  was  one  of  Means’s  oldest  friends  The 
two  had  been  associated  with  each  other  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Covington  as 
early  as  1826. 


ful  spring-like  day.  Went  to  Covington  — visited  Dr.  Gaither — Prof  Pal- 
mer®^ attacked  with  haemorrhage.  Green  Williams  enclosing  the  front 
flower-yard  walks  with  borders. 

February  1st,  Friday.  Very  wet  day.  Went  to  Covington  to  see  ladies 
about  Banner  for  “Young  Guards, at  Dr.  Hendrick’s.  Visited  Dr.  Gaither 
& Bro  Palmer,  who  on  yesterday  and  last  night  had  had  a dangerous  Haem- 
orrhage from  the  lungs.  Saturday  2nd.  Warm  and  stormy  and  excessively 
heavy  rain.  Drawing  model  for  Banner  for  Covington  Guards. 

Sabbath  3rd.  Prof.  Smith^^  preaches.  Bro.  Palmer  & Dr.  Gaither  better 
last  night.  Monday  4th.  SOUTHERN  CONGRESS  meets  today  at  Mont- 
gomery Alabama  to  form  a Provisional  Government  for  the  Southern  States. 
Drawing  Covington  banner  model.  Tuesday  5th.  Clear  and  cool.  Engaged 
all  day  in  drawing  design  for  Covington  Military  Company  — Wednesday 
6th.  my  60th  BIRTHDAY.  Kind  Heaven  has  in  mercy  spared  his  servant 
to  see  the  period  of  three  score  years.  Partially  recovered  from  my  strange 
and  alarming  attack  of  the  1st  of  Nov.  1858.  I have  gained  strength  within 
the  last  3 weeks,  and  feel  comparatively  comfor[t]able.  O!  How  grateful  I 
trust,  I am  for  this  spared  life  and  improved  health,  and  that  I have  been 
graciously  allowed  to  live  with  my  beloved  family  to  number  60  years.  May 
all  the  balance  of  my  days  or  years,  be  spent  in  thankful  and  faithful  obedi- 
ence to  the  will  of  my  Heavenly  Father.  Fasted  today,  as  usual.  Went  to 
Covington  today  and  took  down  model  of  Banner  for  the  Young  Guards. 
Received  2 gals,  oysters  & 9 shells  from  Savannah. 

Thursday  7th.  Left  home  this  morning  with  daughter  Susan,  for  Griffin 
where  she  expects  to  become  a teacher  in  the  Female  College^^  under  Bro. 
W.  A.  Rogers.  Such  has  been  her  strong  desire  to  teach  that  her  mother  & 
myself  have  consented.  May  her  father’s  God,  guard,  and  guide  and  prosper 
his  child  in  her  new  vocation,  and  kindly  make  her  destiny  for  her  in  all  the 
future.  — Stopped  at  Captain  Mangrum’s  Hotel.  Bro  Thomas  of  the  Navy^® 
spent  the  evening  with  me.  — An  agreeable  season  to  me.  Friday  8th.  Got 
board  for  Susan  with  Sister  Reid  — became  acquainted  with  Miss  Redding, 
Mrs.  Reids  niece  — with  Miss  Campbell,  female  teacher  of  the  Presbyterian 
college,  — and  with  the  Miss  Blantons  — school  girls.  Left  Griffin  at  5 O’G 
P.  m.  and  reached  Atlanta  at  7 O’G  P.  M.  Stopped  at  Washington  Hall. 

Professor  J.  E.  Palmer,  Emory  ’49,  at  this  time  was  professor  of  Latin  as  well  as 
treasurer  of  the  college.  His  ill  health  forced  him  to  take  leave  of  absence,  during 
which  he  died  at  his  father’s  home  in  Burke  County  on  December  13,  1861. 

32  The  “Young  Guards”  of  Covington  were  to  be  known  officially  as  Company  A, 
3rd  Georgia  Infantry. 

33  Luther  M.  Smith,  Emory  ’48,  was  graduated  in  the  last  year  of  President  A.  B. 
Longstreet’s  administration.  After  entering  the  practice  of  law,  he  was  persuaded  by 
President  Pierce  to  return  to  Emory  as  a member  of  the  faculty.  He  cooperated  with 
President  Thomas  in  its  reorganization  and  in  1867  succeeded  him  as  President.  He 
held  that  position  until  1871. 

3^  The  Female  College  at  Griffin  was  a Methodist  institution  whose  president  was 
regularly  appointed  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Georgia  Conference. 

33  Rev.  Charles  W.  Thomas  had  been  a chaplain  in  the  United  States  Navy.  The 
Georgia  Conference  of  1860  confirmed  his  assignment  for  1861,  but  when  the  Navy 
Yard  at  Pensacola  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  “Republic  of  Florida,”  he  sent 
his  resignation  to  President  Buchanan  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Griffin. 

[17] 


Saturday  9th.  Bot  1 bag  coffee  @ 10  cts  2 doz  Congreve  Matches^^  etc. 
Also  Blue  round-a-bout  for  Toby^"  $4.00  — Shoes  for  Sallie  & Toby.  Dined 
at  Mr.  S.  B.  Robson’s  & preached  at  Wesley  Ch.^^  Matt.  7,  24,  25  etc. 

Sabbath  10th.  Reached  home  thankfully  last  night  — Rain  slightly  — 
windy  today.  Went  to  church  with  wife.  Heard  young  Mr.  Yarborough. 
News  from  Montgomery  Congress  that  New  Government  is  nearly  com- 
pleted upon  the  basis  of  the  old  Constitution.  Jefferson  Davis  of  Mississippi 
will  probably  be  the  provisional  President.  Monday  11th.  Rainy  morning. 
Sent  19  badges  for  Wirt  Society  E.  Ala.  College  to  J.  W.  F.  Little,  J.  J. 
Rodgers,  Henry  Harris,  Com.  at  $8  each  — [$]152  by  Express.  Tuesday 
12th.  Beautiful  Spring  weather.  Green,  Mr.  Williams  boy,  at  work  fixing 
smoke  house.  Wednesday  13th.  Went  to  Atlanta.  Met  Faculty  — elected 
Pres,  of  the  Faculty. — Paid  Ryan  in  full  $17  & Beach  & Root  Do.  Bot 
100  lbs.  Letter  A Steward  sugar  (beautiful)  at  IO/2  cts  & 1 Barrel  do.  for 
Dr.  Gaither  100  Segars  @ $4.00  — Received  a serious  fall  — Thank  Heaven 
not  seriously  injured,  I trust.  Staid  at  Mrs.  Johnson’s.  Moilie  moves  home 
to  Mrs.  Jenning’s  house.  Thursday  14th.  Returned  to  Oxford.  — Green 
has  finished  smoke  house  stairs  etc.  Friday  15th  Sugar  came  home  — 
Mollie’s  50  lb.  ordered  at  9|92  cts.  ought  to  be  here  today.  — Bought  of 
Mr.  High  12  scantling  2 by  4 @ 

8 do.  3 by  4 @ 

Slattery  for  summer  house. 

Saturday  16th.  At  home.  Dr.  Capers  goes  to  Montgomery  tonight.  Snow 
— very  superficial.  New  President  Jeff.  Davis  rec’d  at  Atlanta  with  cannon, 
etc. 

Sabbath  17th.  Cold  and  windy.  Went  to  church  & preached  from  Matt. 
7th  — 24-25.  (Sandy  foundation)  Wife  sick  from  Dover’s  powders.  Mon- 
day 18th.  Cloudy  and  cold.  Green  Williams  still  at  work  on  back  yard 
summer  house.  Tuesday  19th.  Lectured  for  Dr.  Capers  on  Physiological 
Spermatoza  — etc.  — Wednesday  20th.  Went  to  Atlanta  to  meet  the  Fac- 
ulty. Paid  Dr.  Simmons  for  Tassels  for  Covington  Banner  — $3.45.  Took 

These  were  the  first  practical  friction  matches,  made  in  England  in  1827  by  John 
Walker  and  called  “Congreves”  after  Sir  William  Congreve,  the  inventor  of  the 
Congreve  rocket. 

A short,  close  jacket  of  the  type  worn  by  boys  and  sailors.  Toby  was  the  nickname 
of  Means’s  youngest  son,  Hendree  Winston  Means. 

38  Wesley  Chapel  was  located  on  the  corner  of  Houston  and  Peachtree  streets.  The 
pastor  for  1861  was  Rev.  W.  J.  Scott;  Means  was  named  as  “supernumerary”  and 
assigned  to  Wesley  Chapel. 

39  Means  had  been  associated  with  the  Atlanta  Medical  College  almost  from  its 
establishment  in  1855,  while  he  was  acting  as  President  of  Emory  College.  He  re- 
signed the  presidency,  effective  in  December  1855  to  accept  an  appointment  as 
professor  of  chemistry  in  the  Atlanta  institution,  whose  term  ran  from  May  1 to 
September  1 of  each  year,  an  arrangement  which  enabled  Means  to  hold  at  the 
same  time  the  professorship  of  chemistry  in  the  Augusta  Medical  College,  whose 
term  came  during  the  winter  months.  The  last-named  position  he  resigned  in  1858 
to  devote  more  time  to  his  professorship  in  Atlanta.  Means’s  position  as  president  of 
the  faculty  would  seem  to  have  been  little  more  than  the  chairmanship  of  the  faculty, 
as  the  major  part  of  the  administrative  work  was  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  J.  G.  West- 
moreland. Bullock,  History  of  Emory  University,  pp.  93-94,  326-28;  W.  H.  Good- 
rich, The  History  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Georgia  (Augusta, 
[Ridgley-Tidwell  co.,  1928],  pp.  167-81. 
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receipt.  Thursday  21st.  Came  home.  Went  to  Covington  to  see  ladies 
about  Banner  & lectured  on  Animal  heat  to  students  for  Dr.  Caper[s].  Fri- 
day 22nd.  WASHINGTON’S  BIRTHDAY  Alas!  Alas!  — The  country 
purchased  by  the  toil  and  sacrifices  of  this  immortal  man  is  now  broken 
into  discordant  fragments.  128  years  are  numbered  today  since  this  great 
man  was  born  (1732)  — A Southern  Government  is  formed  denominated 
“The  Confederate  States  of  America”  which  if  allowed  to  organize  in  peace 
may  yet  with  the  Divine  blessing  preserve  and  [protect?]  our  liberty.  But 
times  are  yet  ominous  of  evil.  Went  with  daughter  Sallie  to  hear  address  at 
College,  and  to  Covington  to  see  the  New  Banner  which  I designed  for  the 
ladies  & had  painted  in  Atlanta,  received  & unfurled  for  the  first  time  by 
the  “Covington  Guard.”  Delivered  the  Banner  to  Guard  at  Dr.  Hendricks 
for  the  ladies  and  made  a speech.  Dr.  Scroggins  delivered  an  address  on  the 
history  of  Washington. 

Sabbath  24th.  Writing  poem  on  the  death  and  character  of  Mrs.  Martha 
E.  McIntosh  of  Micanopy,  E.  Florida,  for  publication  (copy)  and  letters  to 
Dr.  Hinton  & Mr.  Jno.  T.  McIntosh.^®  Mary  here.  Bro.  Yarboro  preached. 
Tuesday  26th.  At  home  & lectured  at  454  on  Animal  heat.  Wednesday 
27th.  Lectured  on  Carnivorous  Herbivorous  & Omnivorous  Animals  — 2 
sorts  of  food,  etc.  at  8%  O.  C.  Thursday  28th.  Lectured  at  4/2  P.  M.  on 
[subject  omitted].  Warm  & pleasant. 

March  2nd,  Saturday.  Went  to  Atlanta  — Bot.  99  lbs  Bacon  for  Mollie 
@ $ — pd.  for  50  lbs.  sugar  4.90  — ordered  for  self  300  lbs.  good  hams. 
Returned  by  night  train. 

Sabbath  3rd.  Bro.  Smith  preached.  At  night  Bro.  Feeder.  Loaned  Dr.  G. 
G.  Smith^^  $20  to  pay  daughter  Susan^s  passage.  Very  warm.  Monday  4th. 
Rain  early  this  morning.  Go  to  Covington.  Repairing  wife’s  flower  stands 
on  front  Porch.  Rumor  today  from  Washington  City  states  — coming  from 
Mr.  Tyler  of  Va.  that  the  President  Abraham  Lincoln  determines  to  give 
up  to  the  Seceding  States  all  the  forts,  arsenals,  etc.  which  they  claim. He 
is  inaugurated  today.  This  is  the  first  presidential  inauguration  since  my 
birth  — 60  years  ago  — in  which  I have  felt  no  direct  interest.  We  now 
have  our  own  President  for  the  “Confederate  States  of  America”  — Jeffer- 
son Davis  of  Mississippi.  Tuesday  5th.  Leave  home  today  for  the  second 
Session  of  the  State  Convention  at  Savannah.  — Stopped  in  Augusta  at 
Pro.  T.  A.  Ellis’  — sick  tonight.  Wednesday  6th.  Left  Augusta  at  254  O.C. 
P.  M.  for  Savannah  & reached  there  at  10:40  O.  C.  P.  M.  stopped  at 
Screven  House  — poor  accomodations. 

This  poem,  “A  Poetic  Offering,”  was  probably  published  in  a paper  in  Florida. 
Means  included  it  in  his  A Cluster  of  Poems  for  the  Home  and  the  Heart  (New 
York:  E.  J.  Hale  & Son,  1878).  Dr.  James  W.  Hinton  was  at  this  time  pastor  of 
the  Methodist  church  and  colored  mission  at  Rome. 

Dr.  George  G.  Smith  was  the  father  of  George  Gilman  Smith,  Jr.,  the  “historian 
of  Methodism.”  A physician  of  ability,  he  had  made  his  home  in  Oxford  during  the 
first  ten  years  of  the  college’s  existence.  The  Smith  family  moved  to  Atlanta  about 
1846  where  Dr.  Smith  served  as  postmaster  from  1851  to  1855.  At  this  time  the 
family  was  again  living  in  Oxford. 

^2  This  would  seem  to  have  been  an  unsubstantiated  report  growing  out  of  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Union  Peace  Conference  in  session  in  Washington  under  the  chairmanship 
of  ex-President  John  Tyler,  February  4 to  27,  1861. 
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Thursday  7th.  Convension  opens  today.  Mr.  T.  W.  [M.]  Norwood^^ 
meets  me  & introduces  me  to  Dr.  Charters,  a practicing  physician  of  the 
city,  who  kindly  tendered  me  his  parlor  — without  charge  — turns  it  into 
a bedroom  — and  makes  me  comfortable.  — In  session  about  1 hour.  Went 
up  with  Dr.  G.  to  see  cousin  Anna  Norw^ood,  spent  pleasant  evening  with 
her.  Aunt  Hendree,  Dr.  C-  & Mr.  N.-  remained  all  night.  Purchased  suit  of 
clothes  from  J.  M.  Newby  14+4+6  = $24.  Friday  8th.  Beautiful  day.  In 
convention  and  discussing  the  Reduction  Ordinance.^^  Saturday  9th.  In 
Convention  on  the  Reduction  Ordinance  still. 

Sabbath  10th.  Preached  to  a large  & attentive  congregation  on  John  5th 
39.  Search  Scriptures.  Dined  at  Mr.  Norwood’s.  Supped  at  Bro.  Caldwell’s 
and  Baptized  his  child  “James  Jackson.”  Monday  11th.  In  Convention  on 
Reduction.  Fine  weather  but  cool.  Tuesday  12th.  Reduction  up  again,  long 
discussion  — several  plans  for  Senate  proposed  — nothing  done.  Dine  at 
Mr.  Oland  Wilkins.  Fine  day.  Wednesday  13th.  In  Convention.  Arranged 
Senatorial  elections  for  members  of  Legislature.  44  Districts  in  the  state  & 
44  senators.  Thursday  14th.  Visit  Fort  Pulaski,  as  a Convention,  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Mayor  (Jones) and  the  city  authorities.  An  interesting 
excursion  — pleasant  day,  but  showery  on  our  return.  We  found  the  fort 
poorly  supplied  with  guns  of  large  caliber.  These  are  20,  32  pounder[s]  & 
some  4 or  5,  6 pounder[s]  with  two  or  three  Howitzers  of  1 2 lbs.  shot  which 
will  throw  round  shot,  shells  or  grape.  Some  200  men  now  under  arms 
there. This  expedition  must  have  cost  the  city  authority  about  $1000  — 
Dined  on  board  boat  St.  Mary’s  returned  about  5 o.c.  P.M.  Friday  15th. 
Engaged  in  private  debate  on  the  Gov.  communication  & report  of  Commit- 
tee on  Fort  Pulaski.  — Bot  bill  of  fruits  for  home  ($0.45  cts)  — & some  blue 
paper  hanging  3 yd.  for  drawings.  Cool  and  damp.  Saturday  16th.  Cool 
& clear.  The  New  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  presented  today 
for  ratification.  If  5 states  accept  it  the  Southern  Confederacy  is  complete, 
in  its  permanent  form.  Adopted  unanimously.  And  Georgia  is  a member  of 
the  permanent  Confederacy.  God,  in  goodness  accept  & preside  over  our 
New  Government. 

Sabbath  17th.  Preached  at  Trinity  with  a good  deal  of  liberty  from  II 
Cor.  4th  & 3rd.  “If  our  Gospel  be  hid”  etc.  Monday  18th.  Convention  on 
Reduction.  Same  old  plan  for  Reduction  of  Representatives  [illegible]  on 
the  table  — because  altho’  all  seemed  to  desire  Reduction,  no  plan  could  be 
devised  that  would  give  general  satisfaction.  Visited  the  Medical  College 
with  Dr.  Charters,  Dr.  Tucker  & Hallock.  Rainy  afternoon  & night. 

Tuesday  19th.  This  morning  SNOW  on  ground  & housetops,  perhaps  2 
inches  deep.  Convention  after  much  discussion  refused  to  reconsider  the 

Thomas  Manson  Norwood  (1830-1913),  Emory  ’50,  was  a member  of  the  Georgia 
House  of  Representatives  in  1861.  From  1871  to  1877  he  was  a United  States  Senator 
from  Georgia. 

Reducing  the  size  of  the  General  Assembly  was  a topic  of  perennial  argument  in 
the  state. 

^5  Charles  Colcock  Jones,  Jr.  (1831-1893),  distinguished  historian  of  Georgia,  was 
at  this  time  mayor  of  Savannah. 

Fort  Pulaski,  the  principal  Federal  fortification  in  Georgia,  located  on  the  Savan- 
nah River  below  Savannah,  unoccupied  by  Federal  troops  but  containing  some 
ammunition  and  a few  cannon,  was  occupied  upon  orders  of  Governor  Brown  on 
January  3,  1861. 
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action  of  yesterday.  — so  Reduction  of  the  lower  house  has  received  its 
quietus.  Took  tea  with  Cousin  Ann  Norwood.  Wednesday  20th.  Fine 
morning.  Senatorial  districts  adopted.  44  districts  — 3 counties  contiguous 
in  each  & 44  members.  Thursday  21st.  Secret  session.  On  the  New  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  submitted  by  committee  — Thomas  Cobb,  Chn.^^  Fri- 
day 22nd.  Adopted  the  New  State  Constitution.  Sat  about  9 hours.  Satur- 
day 23rd.  Heavy  day’s  work.  Closed  Convention  about  8 O.  C.  tonight. 

Sabbath  24th.  Preached  at  Wesley  Chapel  for  Bro.  Baker^®  to  large  con- 
gregation and  with  considerable  liberty  & apparently  gracious  results  upon 
the  congregation.  Monday  25th.  Went  to  market  — Bot  beef  and  vege- 
tables for  home  and  left  Savannah  about  9 O.  C.  A.  M.  & reached  Augusta 
about  7 O.  C.  P.  M.  Found  Olin  at  Depot  & went  to  Dr.  Ellis’.  Tuesday 
26th.  Left  Augusta  for  home  at  12J4  O.  C.  this  morning  & reached  my  dear 
home  at  7/2  O.  C.  thankful  to  the  merciful  Providence  that  has  sustained 
[me]  for  an  absence  of  3 weeks  from  home  in  serving  the  state.  If  they  trust 
the  Divine  sanction,  may  heaven  help  our  labors  to  the  good  of  the  people. 
Wednesday  27th.  Went  on  business  with  wife  to  Atlanta.  Staid  at  Mr. 
Johnson’s. 

Thursday  28th.  In  Atlanta  with  wife  today.  Sent  check  for  $50  on  N. 
York  to  son  Thomas  in  Memphis.  Staid  at  Hotel  tonight.  Daughter  Susan 
meets  us  from  Griffin.  Friday  29th.  Returned  with  wife  & daughter  today 
& gratefully  found  all  well.  Saturday  30th.  At  home  — got  Mollie’s  flour 
100  lbs.  & 99  lbs.  bacon  & my  peas  10  bushels  @ 1.10  each  from  Coleman. 
Sabbath  31st.  Dr.  Thomas^^  preached  in  the  morning. 

April  1st,  Monday.  Rather  cool  morning,  but  pleasant  evening.  Susan 
unwell  — Finished  diagram  on  Human  Eye.  Delivered  to  students  of  Emory 
College  my  7th  Lecture  on  Physiological  Anatomy.  Tuesday  2nd.  Lovely 
spring  day.  Went  up  to  Mr.  White’s  and  got  hair  trimmed.  Wednesday  3rd. 
Cloudy,  cool  and  drizzly  rain.  Sent  $3.60  to  Jas.  Gordon  Bennett  for  N.  Y. 
Herald  6 months  — $3.50  being  the  price.  Planting  potatoes  & ditching. 
Lectured  on  Circulation.  Friday  5th.  Cool  & damp.  Fixing  orchard  gate  & 
preparing  article  for  Medl  Association.  Saturday  6th.  Day  appointed  for 
PicNic  given  to  Senior  Class  of  Emory  College,  but  day  unfavorable  — Also 
general  parade  of  children  at  Covington.  — Go  down. 

Sabbath  7th.  Much  rain  again  last  night  — Cloudy  raw  and  cold  for  the 
season.  Did  not  attend  Church.  Bro  L M Smith  preached.  Monday  8th. 
Left  with  daughter  Susan  for  Atlanta  — Daughter  goes  on  to  Griffin.  Bot 
Box  Crackers  at  9 cts  from  S B Robson  & Co  1 Box  Cracknels  & Cream 
Crackers  — the  cracknels  4 cts  per  pound  & 25  lbs.  Coffee  for  Mary  at  16 
cts  Cash  paid  out  of  her  money.  Exhorted  % of  an  hour  at  the  church.  Wet 
& cold  morning.  Tuesday  9th.  Cool  & partly  cloudy.  At  the  College  morn- 

A brother  of  Howell  Cobb,  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb  (1823-1862)  did  not  enter  politics 
until  after  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Alexander  H,  Stephens  declared  that 
the  success  of  secession  in  Georgia  was  in  a great  measure  due  to  Cobb’s  remarkable 
influence  as  an  orator. 

Rev.  William  S.  Baker  was  appointed  to  Wesley  Chapel,  Savannah,  at  the  Georgia 
Conference  in  1860.  On  March  16,  1861,  he  opened  the  Georgia  Convention  with 
prayer. 

Dr.  James  R.  Thomas  (1812-1897)  was  President  of  Emory  College  from  1855, 
when  he  succeeded  Dr.  Means,  until  1867. 
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ing  and  afternoon  — cleaning  Apparatus.  Prof.  Willis  F.  Westmoreland®® 
left  for  Montgomery  on  his  way  to  Pensacola  as  surgeon  of  the  Regiment 
from  this  state.  Took  tea  with  Cousin  Maria  Westmoreland. 

Wednesday  10th.  Frost  this  morning.  I fear  fruit  is  injured.  Medical 
Association  meet  to  day.  News  by  Telegraph  that  hostilities  have  been  com- 
menced at  Charleston  — a fleet  of  7 ships  armed  etc.  in  the  harbor  attempt- 
ing to  reinforce  Fort  Sumpter.®^  Thursday  11th.  Cloudy  & Cool.  Conven- 
tion in  session.  I delivered  the  Annual  Address^^  today.  Convention  ad- 
journed at  about  6 OC.  P.  M.  to  meet  next  year  — 2nd  Wednesday  in  April 
at  Columbus  Ga.  — Visited  the  Female  Institute®®  today  am  much  pleased 
with  the  calisthenic  exercises  of  the  girls.  Lectured  there.  Send  down  box  of 
crackers  self  & 25  lbs.  Coffee  for  Mollie  Capers.  Friday  12th.  Cloudy  & 
rained  last  night.  Left  Atlanta  for  home.  Thankfully  found  my  dear  charges 
tolerably  well.  Mr.  Capers  mother  quite  sick.  Saturday  13th.  Fort  Sump- 
ter taken  — no  lives  lost  — thank  Heaven  — or  if  any  few  and  these  prob- 
ably of  the  enemy.  George  Pierce®^  borrows  $5.00  from  me. 

Sabbath  14th.  Preached  from  I Peter  2nd  9th.  “but  ye  are  a chosen 
generation”  etc  — with  little  freedom  in  thought  and  too  little  feeling.  O! 
that  I could  have  performed  my  task  better.  Monday  15th.  George  T. 
Pierce,  Mr.  Douglass  & John  Duncan  all  left  without  notice  of  their  purpose 
— for  Pensacola  by  way  of  Montgomery  last  night.  Fine  rains.  Mr.  Charles 
Goodrich,  tonight.  Tuesday  16th.  Heavy  rain  last  night.  Very  blustery  and 

50  Dr.  Willis  F.  Westmoreland,  a brother  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland,  was  professor 
of  the  principles  and  practice  of  surgery  in  the  first  faculty  of  the  Atlanta  Medical 
College,  with  which  he  and  his  brother  were  long  associated.  Apparently  he  returned 
to  Atlanta  from  Pensacola,  for  the  Weekly  Atlanta  Intelligencer  on  June  12,  1861, 
mentioned  his  departure  from  Atlanta  to  join  his  regiment  (the  Gate  City  Guards) 
at  some  point  in  Virginia.  He  was  later  in  the  summer  of  1861  to  command  the 
College  Hospital  at  Williamsburg,  a position  he  gave  up  to  his  brother,  becoming 
surgeon  to  McLaws’s  regiment. 

51  The  actual  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter  began  April  12. 

52  This  address  appeared  in  the  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  VI, 
no.  9 (May  1861),  pp.  503-29. 

52  The  Atlanta  Female  Institute,  at  this  time  under  the  presidency  of  Professor 
J.  R.  Mayson,  was  occupying,  according  to  a visitor  from  Augusta,  “a  beautiful 
edifice,”  recently  erected,  “about  three  quarters  of  a mile  from  the  Georgia  Railroad.” 
During  the  spring  term  of  1861  there  were  enrolled  in  the  institution  185  “young 
lady  pupils,”  from  seven  to  seventeen  years  old.  Calisthenic  exercises,  under  the 
direction  of  Professor  W.  P.  Howard,  apparently  formed  an  important  part  of  the 
curriculum.  The  Institute  played  an  important  part  in  the  life  of  Atlanta;  its  hall 
was  illuminated  on  January  28  when  the  news  came  of  the  passage  of  the  Secession 
Ordinance  at  Milledgeville ; on  Washington’s  Birthday  a celebration  took  place  in 
the  chapel,  with  Professor  Howard’s  pupils  in  calisthenics  participating,  as  well  as 
the  various  military  commands  of  Atlanta,  the  Gate  City  Guards,  the  Atlanta  Grays, 
the  Fulton  Dragoons,  the  Atlanta  Cadets,  and  the  Fulton  Blues;  on  April  2 “one 
of  the  most  beautiful  features  of  the  military  display  . . . was  the  presence  of  the 
young  ladies  of  the  Atlanta  Female  Institute  ...  at  the  Railroad  Depot,  to  bid 
goodbye  to  the  gallant  soldiers,  who  were  going  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  country;” 
in  May  the  young  ladies,  160  of  them  in  pink  Zouave  jackets  and  white  dresses 
presented  a floral  and  musical  entertainment  to  raise  money  for  the  relief  of  the 
wives  and  children  of  Fulton  County  soldiers. 

54  Probably  the  nephew  of  Bishop  George  Foster  Pierce,  and  son  of  the  latter’s 
brother  James.  During  Bishop  Pierce’s  presidency  of  Emory  College  he  had  made 
his  horne  with  his  uncle  in  Oxford.  At  this  time  he  was  a student  at  Emory  College 
and  living  at  Means’s  home. 
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turned  very  cold  for  the  season  towards  night  — covering  up  potatoes,  beans, 
cucumbers  & squashes  to  prevent  their  loss  by  frost.  Prest.  Lincolns  procla- 
mation today  appears  calling  for  75000  men  to  coerce  the  South  and  giving 
the  rebellious  provinces  20  days  to  return  to  duty  and  be  forgiven!  ! ! — 

Wednesday  17th.  Windy  & cool.  By  Telegram  Gov  McGoffin  of  Ken- 
tucky refuses  troops  to  Prest  Lincoln  — Gov.  Ellis  of  N.  Carolina  also  re- 
fuses. Thursday  18th.  Clear  and  pleasant.  Mrs.  Patsey  Harris  & sister  Mrs. 
Groves,  with  Mrs.  Ward  take  dinner  with  us.  Memphis  Tennessee  declares 
herself  out  of  the  Union  — Appoints  a Military  board  and  appropriates 
$50000  to  arm  the  city.  Virginia  Convention  in  secret  session  — secession 
expected. 

VIRGINIA  SECEDES 

from  the  Union!  ! . . . Glorious  news  this  day  for  the  South! 
Missouri  refuses  to  obey  Ab.  Lincoln’s  call  for  Troops.  — Tennessee  through 
her  Gov.  (Harris)  refuses  also  — both  indignantly.  Heaven  defend  us  bless 
the  South  that  trusts  in  its  care.  Friday  19th.  Clear.  Mollie  still  very  un- 
well. Call  in  Dr.  Smith  to  see  her.  Pay  Dr.  Thomas  $19.60  cts.  the  amount 
due  him.  Gave  in  my  taxable  property  to  Bro.  Thompson.  Saturday  20th. 
Vice  Prest  A H Stephens  passes  down  the  R Road  on  his  way  to  Richmond 
Va.  Had  a short  interview  — he  made  a thrilling  speech  to  the  crowd  as- 
sembled at  the  Depot,  while  the  cars  stopped  — recognizing  the  hand  of  a 
guiding  Providence  in  the  movements  of  the  South.®®  News  at  night  that  the 
“Star  of  the  West”  with  her  three  other  vessels  have  been  captured  off  N 
Orleans. 

Sabbath  21st.  Preached  today  with  liberty  and  I trust  with  God’s  smile 
and  approval  upon  my  rejoicing  heart  from  the  Irst  & 2nd  verses  of  the  97th 
Psalm.  “The  Lord  reigneth  let  the  earth  rejoice”  etc.  — Exerted  my  animal 
nature  too  much.  Suffered  distress  and  the  sense  of  much  exhaustion  all  the 
afternoon,  and  until  night.  Monday  22nd.  Went  to  Atlanta.  Sent  $75.00  to 
Thomas  by  Express  in  Tennessee  money  — Grateful  news  from  Virginia  & 
Maryland  & N.  Carolina  & Tennessee.  Bot  1 Bbl.  flour  7.50 — 12  hams  at 
13  cents  — sacked  — 26  Bushels  (?)  @ 60  cts.  Tuesday  23rd.  Fine  warm 
day.  Quite  feeble.  Requested  to  make  Address  Saturday  next  at  the  eleva- 
tion of  a Confederate  flag  from  College  chapel  — presented  by  young  ladies. 
— Requested  to  draft  uniform  for  Emory  College  Cadets.  News  favorable 
generally.  Virginia  puts  herself  under  the  Confederate  Flag  until  her  state 
convention  can  meet  & ratify  secession  23  May  inst.  N.  Carolina  has  taken 
all  public  property.  U.  States  troops  800  taken  prisoners  at  Baltimore  with 
800  stands  of  arms.®®  Wednesday  24th.  A memorable  day  in  Covington.  A 
great  crowd  assembled  in  the  court-room  to  call  out  volunteers  for  a second 
company  to  defend  the  South  against  aggression.  I was  called  to  the  chair. 

In  the  Stephens  manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  Congress  is  a letter  from  Dr.  Means 
to  Stephens,  written  on  April  19,  1861,  telling  him  that  “this  has  been  a day  of 
jubilee  in  our  little  ‘village  in  the  grove’  ” and  adding  that  the  news  of  Virginia’s 
secession  had  “produced  unqualified  joy  & exultation  throughout  our  communities 
of  Oxford  & Covington.” 

In  his  reference  to  the  mobbing  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment  as  it  was 
passing  through  Baltimore  on  April  19  on  its  way  to  Washington,  Means  was  evi- 
dently taking  rumor  for  fact. 
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and  addressed  the  multitude  in  a speech  of  % of  an  hour  long.  Overwhelm- 
ing feeling  — old  men  wept  and  the  young  shouted  and  shed  tears  while  the 
drum  & fifes  pealed  & the  “Young  Guard’s  Banner  waved  and  volunteers 
came  forward.  The  company  was  soon  made  up.  A fourth  company  started 
& $6400  subscribed  to  support  wives  & children  of  soldiers. 

Thursday  25th.  Went  to  Covington  — Jefferson  Lamar  — Capt.  of  the 
new  company,  goes  to  Milledgeville  to  tender  his  services  with  those  of  his 
corps. Prof.  Orr^^  — Capt.  of  the  Emory  Boys  also  sends  for  his  commis- 

sion & tenders  his  company.  Saturday  27th.  Daughter  Mollie  has  her 
breast  lanced  by  Dr.  Smith — Large  quantity  of  pus  escapes.  “Young  Guard 
leaves  our  Depot  for  Richmond.  Bishop  Andrew^®  delivers  “farewells.”  2 or 
3000  present. 

Sabbath.  28th.  Bishop  Andrew  preached  at  Oxford.  I was  much  blessed 
but  had  an  uncomfortable  nightmare  — lying  on  my  right  side.  Monday 
29th.  Quite  feeble  and  unwell  this  morning  — a beautiful  day  — but  went 
down  [to  Covington]  hoping  to  see  Vice  Prest  Stephens  on  his  return  from 
Richmond.  He  stopped  at  home  [Crawfordville]  and  will  be  over  tonight. 
Troops  concentrating  at  Washington  & preparations  making  by  mining  the 
public  buildings  to  blow  up  the  city  of  Washington,  should  southern  troops 
capture  it.  Tuesday  30th.  Rather  cloudy  and  a little  cool  for  the  season. 
Leave  for  Macon  to  meet  Sabbath  School  Convention  on  to  morrow.  Met 
Cousin  Anna  E.  Erwin  in  Atlanta,  and  went  on  in  company  with  Bros.  Parks 
& G.  F.  Pearce  to  Macon.®®  Reached  there  at  5 O.C.  P.  M.  having  left  At- 
lanta at  11  A M fare  $4.50.  Stopped  at  Female  College.  Col.  Redding  calls 
for  me  at  the  request  of  his  daughter  insists  Wm.  Ross  of  Macon  and  I go 
over  there.  Most  comfortably  provided  for. 

May  1st,  Wednesday.  Sabbath  School  Convention  met  today.  Small 
turn  out.  Rev.  Lovick  Pierce  D.  D.®®  called  to  the  chair.  — A committee 


5’’'  Gustavus  J.  Orr  had  been  a member  of  the  faculty  of  Emory  College  since  1849, 
when  he  replaced  Professor  L.  Wittich  as  instructor  in  mathematics.  The  Weekly 
Atlanta  Intelligencer  on  August  21,  1861,  reprinted  a long  letter  from  Orr,  which 
had  appeared  in  the  Augusta  Constitutionalist,  describing  the  battle  of  Manassas, 
and  dealing  principally  with  the  activities  of  the  8th  Georgia  Regiment.  It  was 
written  at  Oxford,  to  which  Orr  had  returned  from  the  battlefield. 

Bishop  JamxCs  O.  Andrew  (1794-1871),  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Emory  College  in  1844-45,  was  the  distinguished  Southern  churchman  whose  nominal 
ownership  of  slaves  had  much  to  do  with  the  separation  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  into  a Northern  and  a Southern  branch.  From  1840  to  1855  he  made  his 
home  in  Oxford. 

William  J.  Parks  (1799-1873),  pioneer  preacher  and  circuit  rider,  held  many 
important  positions  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  before  and  after  the  break 
of  1844-45.  At  this  time  he  was  financial  agent  for  Emor>^  College,  a position  he 
held  for  more  than  eight  years. 

Bishop  George  Foster  Pierce  (1811-1884)  was  one  of  the  really  great  men  of 
Southern  Methodism.  Noted  for  his  pulpit  oratory,  he  was  one  of  the  outstanding 
defenders  of  Bishop  Andrew  in  1840  and  1844.  Before  his  election  to  the  episcopacy 
in  1854  he  helped  to  organize  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  and  he  serv^ed  as  president 
of  Georgia  Female  College  (now  Wesleyan  College)  from  1838  to  1840  and  as 
President  of  Emory  College  from  1848  to  1854. 

60  Dr.  Lovick  Pierce  (1785-1879)  was  at  this  time  agent  for  Sabbath  Schools  of  the 
Georgia  Conference.  One  of  the  founders  of  Emory  College  and  a member  of  its 
first  Board  of  Trustees,  Pierce  had  much  to  do  wtih  the  organization  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  the  Louisville  Conference  in  the  spring  of  1845. 
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appointed  to  prepare  message  for  the  Body.  Myself  made  chairman  — the 
other  members  as  following 
E.  Salisbury  Macon 

D.  P.  Adams  Putnam 

Jas.  E.  Palmer  Oxford 

Dr.  Abner  Flewellen  Columbus 
G.  D.  Rogers 
Wm.  Booth 
R.  W.  Bonner 

Rev.  C.  A.  Fulwood  Newnan 
Read  Report  at  night. 

Thursday  2nd.  Continued  discussion  upon  the  different  Resolutions  con- 
tained in  the  Report.  Altered  and  expunged,  until  at  last  an  acceptable  form 
adopted.  Bro.  Alex  Wynn  brought  up  a set  of  Resolutions  also  — mostly 
passed.  By  request  I delivered  a Sabbath  School  Address  publickly  in  [not 
filled  in].  Friday  3rd.  Left  for  home.  Missed  the  pleasure  of  seeing  daughter 
Susan  at  Griffin  — she  was  at  the  Depot  but  did  not  see  me,  and  left  for  her 
room  before  I could  meet  her.  Bot  6 hoes  (small)  at  Atlanta  from  52  to  58 
cents  each.  Reached  home  thankful  IVA  OC  P.  M.  Saturday  4th.  Deliv- 
ered an  Address  at  the  raising  of  a Confederate  flag  upon  the  tower  of 
Emory  College  made  by  the  ladies  of  Covington.  Dr.  Thomas,  Profs.  Smith 
& Orr  also  made  speeches.  Much  exhausted  and  need  rest.  War  news  still  — 
hosts  assembling  for  the  fight  North  & South.  Our  enemies  seem  determined 
— fanatical  mad.  We  desired  not  the  war  and  begged  to  go  in  peace  & set 
up  for  ourselves  — not  lawlessly  but  at  the  ballot  box,  as  sovereign  states, 
but  they  “would  not.”  May  God  defend  the  injured.  Commenced  to  rain 
heavily  tonight. 

Sabbath  5th.  Very  wet  day  until  late  this  afternoon  — preparing  my 
Sabbah  School  Report  to  send  to  Bro.  Knowles.  Monday  6th.  Left  home 
to  commence  my  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  Atlanta  Med.  College.  Bro 
Brown  delivered  a chaste,  elegant  and  appropriate  Introduction.  Three  of 
the  Virginia  Delegates  to  our  Congress  at  Montgomery  go  on  this  morning 
& make  speeches  from  the  cars  — viz.  Messrs.  Tyler,  Brockenborough  & 
Staples.  Tuesday  7th.  Lect.  Irst  Delivered  my  private  Introductory  under 
considerable  excitement  to  a wrapt,  attentive  class,  making  allusion  to  the 
present  agitating  and  alarming  crisis  of  our  national  history,  and  the  unholy 
purpose  of  the  North  to  co-&rce  us  to  remain  in  the  Union,  by  pouring  out 
their  millions  of  money  and  of  men:  a vain  attempt.^^  Wednesday  8th. 
Lect.  2nd.  Beautiful  day.  Bot  3 hams  & 4 shoulders  Bacon  say  100  lbs.  for 
Mrs.  Capers  — 1 Barrel  of  Lard  at  14  cts.  & Dry  goods  of  Ryan  & Myers. 

The  editor  of  the  Atlanta  Intelligencer  attended  the  introductory  lecture  given  on 
May  7 by  Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland,  the  dean,  and  paid  a visit  to  the  Medical  College. 
After  summarizing  Westmoreland’s  address,  he  continues:  “Dr.  Means,  Professor  of 
Chemistry,  also  delivered  his  Introductory  Lecture  to  his  Class.  We  had  the  pleasure, 
if  pleasure  it  may  be  called,  of  hearing  this  Lecture.  We  are  often  sorry  when  we 
hear  the  speeches  of  this  distinguished  orator — one  of  the  greatest  of  this  age — 
because  he  always  touches  us  upon  the  tender  point,  and  we  feel  ashamed  of  our 
weakness.  His  allusions  to  the  present  political  difficultier  of  the  country  were  such 
as  thrilled  the  hearts  of  all  his  hearers.  He  is  a true-hearted  Southerner.  His  remarks 
upon  the  nature  and  character  of  Chemistry  were  just  such  as  he  alone  is  capable  of 
enunciating.  We  cannot  suffer  our  pen  to  express  all  that  we  saw  and  felt  during  our 
visit  to  the  College.  . . .”  Weekly  Atlanta  Intelligencer,  May  15,  1861. 
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Thursday  9th.  Lect.  3rd.  Warm,  Visited  daughter  Vickey  today. — 
Genl.  Beauregard  passes  through  to  Charleston  from  Montgomery.  Friday 
10th.  Lect.  4th  on  Integrant  & Constituent  elements  — Analysis  synthesis 
& Caloric  in  general  terms.  Left  on  visit  home  at  9 OC  — thankful  to  reach 
home  in  safety  & find  all  well.  Very  warm.  Saturday  11th.  At  Covington. 
Paid  Col.  Clark  $50  borrowed  money  — Gave  proxy  to  Dr.  Conyers  to  rep- 
resent my  stock  in  G.  R.  Road.  & B.  Compy  at  Augusta.  Got  1 Bbl.  Lard 
part  self  from  Depot  — 4 shouldrs  & 3 hams  & 3 sacks  com  for  Mrs.  Capers. 

Sabbath  12th.  Bro.  Evans  preached  at  lO/a  on  Peter  3 — “That  your 
prayer  be  not  hindered.”  I delivered  a Sabbath  School  Address  at  3^  OC. 
P.  M.  Monday  13th.  Beautiful  morning.  Georgia  R.  R.  Convention  train 
pass  down  this  morning.  Very  small  turn  out.  Son  Leonidas  & family  go 
down.  Wife  & I meet  them  at  the  Depot.  Tuesday  14th.  Lect.  5th  Leave 
for  Atlanta  & lecture  on  Conduction  of  Caloric  etc.  Wednesday  15th.  Lect. 
6th  Beautiful  day.  On  Conduction  of  solids  & fluids  — & Convexion  — 
experiments  fine.  Thursday  16th.  Lect.  7th.  Lect.  8.  On  Reflexion  (Mem- 
ory) & etc  & conduction  of  fluids  — I left  for  home  after  supper.  Leonidas 
& wife  reach  here  from  Augusta. 

Sabbath  19th.  Quite  feeble  and  unwell  — wife  sick.  Bro  Parks  preaches 
from  “We  are  saved  by  Hope.”  Monday  20th.  Dark  and  damp  morning  — 
some  thunder  — Leonidas  pays  me  note  of  $70  for  cash  loaned  firm.  Tues- 
day 21st.  Lect  9th.  Leave  home^  with  Leonidas  & wife  for  Atlanta.  On 
Caloric.  Volcanoes  & Central  Heat  etc.  Wednesd.^y  22nd.  Lect.  10th.  Hon. 
Howell  Cobb  speaks  in  Atlanta  — I am  called  on  & respond.®^  — Caloric 
continued  — Expansion.  Thursday  23rd.  Lect.  11th.  On  Expansion  of 
fluids  etc.  Vice  President  Davis  addresses  the  people.®^  — Quite  cool 
weather. 

Friday  24th.  Lect.  12th.  Preached  Sister  J.  C.  Simmons’s  funeral  at  9/a 
OC.  at  Trinity  Church  from  II  Tim.  3.4  “I  have  fought  the  good  fight” 
etc.®^  Bot  Barrel  of  best  N.  Orleans  refined  sugar  @ 1 1 /a  cts  — sugar  rising. 

The  Southern  Confederacy  of  May  29,  1861,  mentions  the  fact  that  during  his 
stop-over  in  Atlanta  on  May  22,  Howell  Cobb  “made  an  eloquent  speech  from  the 
steps  of  the  Atlanta  Hotel.  ...  At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Cobb’s  speech.  Dr.  Means 
was  called  out  and  made  a most  eloquent  speech.  Mr.  Drake,  of  Texas,  also  made 
a short  address.”  Dr.  Means’s  address  was  reported  more  fully  in  the  Weekly  Atlanta 
Intelligencer  of  June  12,  1861,  which  quoted  extensively  from  it.  It  was  in  the  main 
a eulogy  of  the  South,  which.  Means  noted,  lay  in  the  same  belt  of  latitude  as  the 
greatest  civilizations  and  empires  of  the  past — Babylon,  Persia,  Egypt,  Greece  and 
Rome  and  Palestine.  Calling  upon  the  Southerners  to  rely  upon  their  own  native 
powers,  he  condemned  the  South  for  having  “truckingly  yielded  to  the  old  regime  of 
training  her  warm-hearted  sons  in  the  inhospitable  moral  atmosphere  of  Yale  and 
Cambridge — manufacturing  her  physicians,  tutoring  her  attorneys,  and  indoctrinating 
her  divines,  amid  frozen  rivers  and  ice-bound  lakes;  and  even  purchasing  her  horse- 
collars  and  hame  strings,^  her  awl-handles  and  ax-helves,  from  beyond  the  Potomac. 
By  this  humiliating  submission  to  Northern  claims  and  manifest  want  of  self-reliance, 
she  but^  lost  that  respect  which  she  should  proudly  have  commanded,  and  provoked 
usurpations  which  her  insulted  honor  and  her  chivalry  alike  constrained  her  to  resist.” 

It  was  Vice  President  Stephens,  not  President  Jefferson  Davis,  who  spoke  in 
Atlanta  on  May  23. 

Mrs.  Simmons  was  the  wife  of  Rev.  John  C.  Simmons,  the  pastor  in  charge  of 
Trinity  station  in  Atlanta.  “The  funeral  sermon  which  preceded  her  interment,” 
Means  wrote,  “was  visited  with  a gracious  outpouring  upon  preacher  and  people, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.”  Southern  Christian  Advocate,  Vol. 
XXIV  (July  25,  1861),  p.  120. 
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Many  troops  pourin)?  thro*  the  city.  Rec’d  pr  wife  $21  from  Prof  Stone  for 
Lectures.  Reached  home  by  night  train.  Saturday  25th.  Left  home  again 
by  11  OG  train  for  Social  Circle  and  Monroe.  Staid  at  Bro.  E.  Nebhuts’s®® 
tonight. 

Sabbath  26th.  Preach  “Farewell”  sermon  to  Capt.  Anderson’s®®  company 
in  Monroe,  after  riding  10  miles  in  the  morning  & stopping  at  my  old 
chum’s  “Dr  Colley’s.  Came  down  10  miles  again  to  Social  Circle  with  Bro. 
Nebhut  & Capt.  Anderson.  Reached  home  bv  train  at  9/2  OG.  much  ex- 
hausted from  labor  and  travel.  Tuesday  28th.  Lect.  12th  On  Expansion  — 
Came  up  [to  Atlanta].  Bot  & paid  $12  cash  for  100  lbs.  sugar  @ 11J4  — 
Mollie  owes  me  balance  of  two  dollars.  5 or  6 companies  of  soldiers  passed 
through  some  to  Richmond,  Va.,  others  to  Corinth  Miss.  Saw  Orvon  Win- 
ston on  his  return  to  Norfolk. 

Wednesday  29th.  Lect.  13th,  14th.  On  Expansion  of  Aeriform  Bodies 
etc.  Troops  pouring  in.  — Wm.  Pane,  Capt.  instead  of  Col.  Golquit®^  — 
promoted.  — Pres.  Davis  sends  Telegram  urging  Gov.  Brown  to  send  on  in 
haste  his  regiments  etc.  Thursday  30th.  Lect.  15th.  Col  Gartrell’s®®  Regi- 
ment elected  officers  today.  Expansion  etc.  Dr.  Capers,  my  son-in-law  comes 
down  the  road  from  Montgomery  on  the  way  to  Richmond  Va.  Friday 
31st.  Lect.  16th.  Thermometer  & expansion  producing  cold  etc.  Just  heard 
to-day  that  my  son  Thomas  of  Memphis  has  been  elected  assist’t  surgeon  of 
the  Regiment  No.  8 — Col  Brumby  Commander.®® — Ed.  H.  Thomas,  Lieu- 
Col.  Returned  home  & found  family  well  — thanks  to  a kind  Providence. 

June  1st,  Saturday.  Warm,  and  dry  — wheat  nearly  ripe  — fine  crops 
over  the  land.  What  a kind  Providence!  — How  invaluable  for  the  supply 

65  E.  Nebhut  was  a publisher  located  in  Social  Circle,  Georgia. 

66  George  Thomas  Anderson,  a native  Georgian,  on  July  2,  1861,  was  chosen  colonel 
of  the  11th  Georgia  Regiment.  He  served  throughout  the  war,  was  wounded  in  the 
second  Battle  of  Manassas  and  again  at  Gettysburg,  and  in  November  1862  was 
commissioned  brigadier-general. 

6"^  Alfred  Holt  Colquitt  (1824-1894)  was  the  son  of  Senator  Walter  T.  Colquitt,  and 
like  his  father  an  extreme  pro-Southern  Democrat.  He  served  one  term  in  Congress, 
1853-55,  and  was  elected  to  the  Georgia  legislature  in  1859.  He  was  an  elector  on 
the  Breckinridge-Lane  ticket  in  1860  and  a member  of  the  Georgia  Secession  Con- 
vention. Entering  the  Confederate  army  as  a captain  of  infantry,  he  was  assigned 
to  the  6th  Georgia  Infantry,  and  on  the  organization  of  the  regiment  was  elected  its 
colonel.  He  served  throughout  the  war,  was  promoted  to  brigadier-general  and  then 
to  major-general. 

66  Lucius  J.  Gartrell  (1821-1891)  was  a prominent  Georgia  lawyer  and  politician 
who  established  himself  in  Atlanta  in  1854.  In  the  state  legislature  of  1849  he  was 
one  of  the  radical,  pro-Southern,  pro-slavery  leaders.  He  opposed  the  coalition  Union 
party  of  moderate  Democrats  and  Whigs  and  stumped  the  state  against  Toombs, 
Stephens,  and  Cobb.  Elected  to  Congress  in  1857  he  took  a radical  Southern 
viewpoint,  strongly  advocated  secession,  and  resigned  when  Georgia  seceded  in  1861. 
He  organized  the  7th  Georgia  Regiment  and  was  elected  its  colonel.  He  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  First  Manassas,  where  his  son  was  killed  and  where  Colonel  Francis 
Bartow  died  in  his  arms.  In  October  1861  he  was  elected  to  the  Confederate  Con- 
gress, but  he  served  only  one  term;  returning  to  the  field  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
brigadier-general  in  1864. 

69  Means  is  apparently  mistaken  here  in  putting  Brumby  in  the  8th  Regiment  of 
Georgia  Infantry;  he  was  listed  as  colonel  of  the  14th  Georgia  Infantry  when  that 
regiment  was  mustered  into  Confederate  service.  Bartow  commanded  the  8th  Georgia 
Infantry. 
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of  our  soldiers.  Georgia  has  now  9000  troops  in  the  field  and  many  more 
coming.  Va.  likely  to  be  the  battleground.  We  only  fight  on  the  defensive, 
and  ask  to  be  let  alone  in  peace,  and  our  sword  drops.  Surely  God  will  own 
and  protect  us  & our  armies.  Dr.  Capers  & Mary  arrive  at  Prof  Stones.  I go 
to  Covington  today. 

Sabbath  2nd.  Went  down  to  Depot  hoping  to  meet  son  Thomas  or  re- 
ceive a Telegram  from  him.  He  did  not  come.  — Monday  3rd.  At  home. 
Dr.  Capers  leaves  tonight  for  Richmond  by  the  Knoxville  route.  Tuesday 
4th.  Lect.  17th.  Leave  for  Atlanta."^  Find  Dr.  Capers  here  — detained  by 
want  of  connection  in  trains  last  night.  On  Frigorification  etc.  Zouaves,  say 
600,  pass  to  Va.  Wednesday  5th.  Lect.  18th  On  Steam.  Bot  Bag  Coffee  @ 
20  cts  old  Rio.  6 sacks  salt.  Coleman  pd  $2.50  Thursday  6th.  Lect.  19th 
Faculty  meeting.  Settle  up  all  college  indebtedness  so  far  as  I know  to  Dr. 
Westmoreland,  Dean,  and  others,  and  make  a small  dividend  of  money  on 
hand  $155.40  cts.  — This  settlement  was  yesterday,  tho’  recorded  here  to- 
day. Exhibited  Steam  Engine  etc.  Dr.  John  Hamilton  pays  me  $30  rent  in 
part,  $120  the  whole  amt  due  from  Apr  Irst  to  Dec.  25th,  1861.  Friday  7th. 
Lect.  20th  On  Evaporation.  — Left  for  Oxford  — reached  home  as  usual 
say  11/2  OC.  and  was  thankful  to  find  all  well.  Cutting  wheat  — Sanders 
quarter-field.  Saturday  8th.  Paid  McCormick  Neal  nearly  $150  balance  in 
full  for  hire  of  negroes  Tony,  Frank,  & Lige  last  year. 

Sabbath  9th.  Heard  Bro.  Yarbrough.  Tuesday  11th.  Lect  21.  Caloric 
continued.  Wednesday  12th.  Lect  22.  Went  to  see  sick  daughter  Victoria. 
Sources  of  Heat  etc.  Very  warm.  9th  Regiment  here  with  Gov.  Brown. 
Thursday  13th.  General  Fast,  and  day  appointed  by  President  Davis  for 
Prayer  & Thanksgiving  throughout  the  southern  Confederacy.  Devoutly  and 
generally  obser\'ed  by  the  closing  of  all  business  houses  etc.  in  Atlanta.  I 
preached  about  1%  hrs.  in  Trinity  Church  to  a very  large  and  attentive 
congregation.  But  the  day  was  excessively  warm.  I was  greatly  exhausted. 
Received  by  letter  a request  to  preach  an  old  friend  Mary  Thomas' 5"^° 
funeral  in  Oxford,  am  leaving  for  home  by  night  train.  Son  Thomas  comes 
to  Atlanta,  after  3^  years  absence.  — going  to  a Regiment  to  Va.  Friday 
14th.  Very  feeble  — am  physically  incompetent.  I preached  sister  Thomas’s 
funeral  at  8 OC.  AM.  from  John  10th  etc.  “Mary  hath  chosen  that  good 
part,”  etc.  Unstrung  & weak,  return  home  to  rest.  Saturday  15th.  Suffered 
last  night  with  exhaustion  & oppression  about  breast,  and  feeble  tho’  better 
this  morning.  Wife  leaves  for  Atlanta  to  see  Victoria.  — Finished  cutting 
most  of  our  wheat.  Have  been  thrashing  admirable  quantity  of  wheat  for 
neigbors.  Farm  suffering  greatly  for  rain. 

Sabbath.  16th.  Pleasant  morning,  but  prospect  of  a hot  day  & no  rain 
yet.  Go  down  to  Depot  to  meet  wife.  Thomas  still  with  us  since  Friday 
morning  last.  — Wife  returns  not  by  todays  train  but  comes  at  11  OC.  P.  M. 
— Daughter  Victoria  thought  to  be  better.  Monday  17th.  Quite  a change 

Mrs.  Mary  S.  Thomas,  whose  obituary  notice,  by  Dr.  Means,  was  published  in 
the  Southern  Christian  Advocate,  Vol.  XXIV  (August  15,  1861),  was  the  wife  of  Rev, 
E.  L.  Thomas,  a former  resident  of  Oxford,  to  whom  she  had  been  married  for  fifty- 
five  years.  A devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  she  had 
begun  her  fortieth  perusal  of  the  Bible  at  the  time  of  her  death.  According  to  Dr. 
Means,  “When  sister  Thomas  rose  from  her  seat,  with  tears  and  shouts,  the  church 
felt  that  God  was  there.” 
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in  the  weather  on  last  night  — much  cooler.  — Have  some  pain  in  breast 
this  morning  from  too  little  cover  last  night.  Still  needing  rain  very  much. 
Threatened  with  an  affection  of  bowels.  Tuesday  18th.  Lect.  23rd.  Very 
feeble  and  unwell.  Came  up,  however,  to  Atlanta,  & lectures  on  Animal 
Heat  begun.  Very  dry  and  dusty.  Our  crops  needing  rain  very  much.  O! 
that  a kind  Providence  may  remember  our  wants  and  relieve  them.  Great 
quantities  of  Troops  in  Va.  both  Federal  & Confederate,  and  a serious  battle 
expected  soon  to  take  place.  I trust  God  will  be  “with  the  right.” 

Wednesday  19th.  Lect.  24th  Animal  heat  finished. — very  weak  — still 
bowels  not  comfortable.  Victoria  thought  to  be  better  yesterday.  Son  Thom- 
as comes  up  this  morning.  Thursday  20th.  Lect.  25.  On  Climate  — Mr. 
Hurlbut  suspected  as  a Lincoln  Spie,  is  detained  at  Washington  Hall.'^ 
Feel  better  this  afternoon.  At  College  — spoke  to  class  about  suspending 
Lectures  — but  leaving  it  entirely  with  them.  — They  vote  to  suspend  the 
Irst  of  August  next.  No  rain  yet.  Friday  21st.  Lee.  26th  Went  with  Thomas 
to  Marietta  to  forward  his  claims  to  a surgeoncy.  Col.  Stiles^ ^ promises  to 
write  me.  — Maj.  Capers  also  soon.  — Very  hot  and  dusty.  Saturday  22nd. 
Summer  solstice.  Thomas  left  Atlanta  for  home.  I left  Atlanta  for  Griffin  — 
met  daughter  at  Depot.  Most  oppressively  hot  and  dusty  and  dry.  Ther- 
mometer, I suppose,  must  be  96°  - 97°  — I am  quite  feeble  and  physically 
incompetent  for  tomorrow’s  work.  May  a kind  Providence  care  for  me  and 
sustain  me  in  soul  and  body. 

Sabbath  23rd.  Stopped  yesterday  at  Mangham’s  Hotel.  Preach  — a very 
hot  day  — with  a good  deal  of  liberty  perhaps  2 hrs.  to  a large  & attentive 
Congregation  from  Psa.  111th  &c.  “The  works  of  the  Lord  are  great  & 
sought  out,”  etc.  Commencement  sermon.  Monday  24th.  Left  at  4/2  OC. 
A.  M.  in  cars  from  Griffin  to  Atlanta,  kindly  favored  with  less  of  the  effects 
from  labor  than  I had  feared.  — At  work  on  analysis  for  poison.  — Fine 
rains — thank  Heaven  — after  5 weeks  drought.  Tuesday  25th.  Lect.  27th. 
On  Electricity  begun.  Analyzing  poison.  Wednesday  26th.  Lect.  28th. 

William  Henry  Hurlbert  (1827-1895),  as  he  preferred  to  spell  his  name,  was  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  University,  1847,  and  of  the  Harvard  Divinity  School,  1849. 
In  1857  he  joined  the  staff  of  the  New  York  Times.  His  articles  in  that  newspaper 
and  in  the  Tribune  stamped  him  as  a strong  opponent  of  slavery.  Late  in  May  1861 
an  editorial  in  the  Weekly  Atlanta  Intelligencer  had  warned  all  proprietors  of  hotels, 
boarding  houses,  and  restaurants  to  keep  a sharp  outlook  as  to  the  character  of  their 
guests.  Hurlbert,  who  was  on  a business  trip  to  the  South,  was  arrested  in  Atlanta 
as  a Northern  spy,  and  the  following  day  was  taken  to  Richmond  by  a committee 
of  four  Atlanta  men,  including  the  chief  marshal,  T.  B.  Boggus,  and  turned  over  to 
the  Confederate  authorities  for  trial.  He  was  lodged  in  jail  in  Richmond  and  there 
was  much  discussion  as  to  the  manner  of  his  trial.  Apparently  he  was  never  tried: 
in  the  summer  of  1862  he  escaped  and  made  his  way  on  foot  through  the  lines  to 
Washington.  The  Atlanta  committee,  making  its  report  to  Mayor  Jared  T.  Whitaker, 
said  that  he  was  looked  upon  by  all  in  Richmond,  except  W.  M.  Browne,  assistant 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  Confederate  government,  as  “a  bold  and  audacious  man, 
a bitter  enemy  of  the  South  and  her  institutions,  an  abolition  writer  known  to  the 
North  and  to  Europe  for  the  past  twelve  years,  and  a wholesale  slanderer  of  South- 
ern men.  In  person  and  manners,  he  has  all  the  appearance  of  a gentleman.  He  is  a 
fine  scholar,  a man  of  very  superior  talents  and  accomplishments,  and  of  very  insinu- 
ating address.”  Weekly  Atlanta  Intelligencer,  May  22,  July  3,  1861  (citing  the  Rich- 
mond Examiner). 

^2  B.  Edward  Stiles  was  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  16th  Infantry  Regiment  of  Georgia. 
Howell  Cobb  was  commissioned  colonel  of  this  regiment  July  15,  1861. 
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Electricity  cond  — & analysis.  Thursday  27th.  Lect.  29th.  Electricity 
cond.  Analysis  Do.  Friday  28th.  Lect  30th.  Electricity  Mechanical  finished. 
Went  home.  Saturday  29th.  Susan  returns  from  Griffin.  Had  to  return  for 
son  Thos  interest.  — Took  dinner  with  Capt.  Anderson  in  camp.  Took  tea 
at  Dr.  J.  N.  Simmons’.’^®  Sabbath  30th.  Preached  to  large  and  attentive 
congregation  at  Wesley  Chapel. 

July  Ist^  Monday.  Ann  Eliza  Erwin  comes.  At  camps  Walton  Spring. 
Dined  at  Capt  Anderson’s  tent.  Paid 'Beach’s  a/c  against  Dr.  Capers  $1300. 
Bot  2 sacks  salt  @ $3.  each  for  John  White  charged  to  me  at  Coleman’s. 
Tuesday  2nd.  Lect  31.  Galvanic  principles  explained.  Dined  in  Camp  yes- 
terday with  soldiers  at  Col.  Anderson’s  tent.  Called  out  at  Washington  Hall 
& made  speech  to  soldiers. Wednesday  3rd.  Lect.  32  & 33.  2 successive 
hours  on  Galvanism  with  48  cell  Battery.  Geo.  T.  Anderson  of  Covington 

made  Colonel  of  the  10  Regiment  of  Ga.  volunteers.  — Carey  of  [ ] 

Lieutenant  Col.  & Good  of  Houston,  Maj.  — Came  home  tonight  & handed 
$50  to  Bro.  Robt.  A.  Allen  for  son  Olin  in  Augusta.  I have  now  paid  Olin 
$70  & owe  him  $100  yet  for  his  medicines  & Instr.  sold.  Drew  Dividend 
W.  P.  & A.  R.  R.  $172.00. 

Thursday  4th.  Very  cool  — East  wind  and  rainy.  At  home.  Old  day  for 
celebration  of  American  Independence.  Alas!  what  a change.  It  awakens 
memories  of  a glorious  past,  but  finds  my  country  now  in  profound  commo- 
tion. — A vindictive  — tyrannical  North  headed  by  a relentless  and  almost 
lawless  Black  Republican  Prest.  (Ab.  Lincoln)  determining  to  subjucate  or 
crush  the  South,  because  that  South  — having  borne  insult  & inequality  in 
the  Old  Union  for  more  than  30  years  — without  the  prospect  of  release 
from  the  fanatical  spirit  in  power  in  the  North,  has  fallen  back  upon  state 
sovereign[ty]  and  only  asks  to  be  allowed  to  govern  her  population  in  her 
own  way.  — Immense  armies  now  in  the  field,  and  blood  has  already  been 
shed  in  various  places.  — Providence  having  thus  far  — highly  blessed  our 
arms. 

Probably  to-day  Prest  Lincoln’s  Message  to  Congress  which  meets  to-day, 
will  decide  the  fate  of  the  two  Republics  — If  Lincoln  calls  for  more  money 
& men  to  prosecute  this  nefarious  & unholy  crusade  against  former  brothers, 
the  war  will  probably  open  furiously.  Our  Genl  Beauregard  is  within  4 miles 
of  Alexandria  Va.  — which  is  held  by  Lincolns  forces,  and  we  have  now 
about  11800  troops  in  Va.  — God  kindly  crown  our  struggle  for  independ- 
ence, \sdth  glorious  success. 

Friday  5th.  Fine  rain  — gentle  but  heav^  — gracious  season  & our  hearts 

Dr,  J.  N.  Simmons  was  in  all  probability  the  James  N.  Simmons  listed  in  the 
Atlanta  directory  for  1859-1860  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Salmons,  Mathews  & 
Company,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  staple  and  fancy  diy  goods,  boots,  shoes, 
hats,  clothing,  etc.,  which  was  located  on  Whitehall  street  between  Hunter  and 
Mitchell  streets.  He  was  a member  of  the  Educational  Institute  which  met  in  Atlanta 
in  July  of  this  year.  A poem,  “The  Wedding  Ring,”  dedicated  to  Mrs.  Dr.  James 
N.  Simmons,  Atlanta,  was  included  in  Means’s  A Cluster  of  Poems. 

The  approaching  departure  from  Atlanta  on  July  4 of  the  Houston  Volunteers 
was  made  the  occasion  of  a demonstration  on  July  2.  The  brass  band  of  the  Volun- 
teers serenaded  Governor  Brown,  who  responded  with  an  address.  Dr.  Means  ad- 
dressed the  crowd  at  Washington  Hall.  “His  remarks  were  truly  eloquent.  Southern, 
and  produced  great  enthusiasm.  . . .”  Weekly  Atlanta  Intelligencer,  July  10,  1861. 
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thankful  to  God  for  the  promise  of  a second  harvest  of  com  & a goodly  crop 
of  our  great  staple.  Col.  Geo.  T.  Anderson  passes  by  to  Richmond  with  2 
companies  of  his  Regiment.  Saturday  6th.  Victoria,  my  daughter,  with  her 
two  children  Claud  & Olin,  her  two  servants  Harriet  & Lucy  & our  servant 
Libby,  came  down  today.  Daughter  Susan’s  health  very  bad.  — After  very 
fine  rains  — pleasant  — light  shower  & sunshine  following. 

Sabbath  7th.  Preached  at  Oxford  from  Acts  4th.  ch.  13  & 14  verses 
“Now  when  they  saw  boldness  of  Peter”  etc.  Monday  8th.  Went  to  Atlanta. 
Analyzing  in  the  afternoon  amalgamating  Battery.  Tuesday  9th.  34th. 
35th.  On  Galvanism  with  Experiment  48  jars.  Very  heavy  wind  in  after- 
noon. Visited  Col.  B.  Yancey’s  at  4 OG  PM  to  see  Mr.  Divine  make  soap 
by  new  process. 

Soda  Soap  (hard) 

Mr.  Divine’s  plan 

12  lbs.  Tallow,  or  Lard,  or  Oil 

@ 10  cts  say  worth  $1.20 
6 lbs.  Rosin  @ 3 cts  .18 

melted  in  one  pot  and 
raised  to  216  to  220 

13  lbs  Sal.  Soda  3 cts  (now  8 cts)  1.04 

2 lbs  Lime  (unslaked)  say  5 

The  best  lime  — quite  drv  — put  in  pot  & very  hot  water  poured  in 
gradually  — stirred  — then  poured  & stirred  — until  dissolved  into  thin 
pasty  mass  that  will  drip  off  stick  & glaze  it. 

24  lbs.  of  water  added  after  Lime  is  slaked  — the  mixture  should  stand 
— in  strength  by  the  Alkalimeter  (Lyometer?). 

When  the  water  & slaked  Lime  are  thoroughly  incorporated  and  at  the 
right  temperature  — hot  — pour  in  a pan  full  or  two,  into  the  first  pot  of 
melted  Tallow  & Rosin  — stir  rapidly  — if  considerable  effervescence  — 
wait  a little  & continue  to  stir  rapidly.  Pour  in  more  Alkali  & if  violent 
action  — threatening  to  over-flow  — pour  on  some  cold  water,  until 
checked.  — Add  all  the  Alkaline  solution,  & continue  to  stir  for  20  or  30 
minutes  to  see  if  it  has  thoroughly  solidified — Try,  by  dipping  in  knife 
blade  & let  contents  on  it  cool  — it  will  peal  off  like  ribbon. 

This  soap  may  be  colored  by  Sulph  Iron,  blue  or  Oxide  of  Iron  (col- 
cothar)  Brown  — & perfumed  by  cosmetic.  Oil  (say  cotton  seed)  makes 
best  soap. 

Wednesday  10th.  Closed  up  Electro-magnetism.  Bot  32/2  yds  striped 
Columbus  goods'^®  Ryan  12^2 — paid  $19+  all  I owe  him  — shoes  9 pr 
included  at  $1.25.  Fine  comb  of  Dr.  Hewell  @ 20  cts  coarse  @ 25  cts.  Meet- 
ing of  faculty  on  yesterday  afternoon.  Ordered  to  pay  Prof.  Willis  West- 
[moreland]  about  $130.  — Prof  Brown  makes  Dividend  (after  deducting 
West’)  of  $201.14  each.  Came  home,  thankful  family  so  well  — altho’  Su- 
san pale  & feeble.  Crops  look  finely.  Comet  fast  vanishing  — near  handle 
of  the  Dipper.  Thursday  11th.  Went  with  son  Thomas  to  attend  Govern- 
ment Loan.  Spoke  55  minutes  — About  18  bales  cotton  subscribed  — up  to 
this  date.  Newton  [County]  has  subscribed  about  $100,000  to  aid  South. 
Confederacy.  Dined  at  Bro.  Harpers  with  Thomas.  Frank  out  2 or  3 days  on 


Probably  cotton  cloth  from  the  Eagle  and  Phoenix  Mills  at  Columbus,  Georgia. 
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Fishing  expedition  to  old  Indian  Fishery.  Friday  12th.  Fine  day.  Frank 
returns.  Bro.  Harrison  pays  me  $10.  in  part  price  for  a sack  of  Coffee  sold 
him  at  cost 

Sabbath  14th.  Preached  in  Covington.  Thos.  left  to  get  Telegram  in 
Atlanta.  Monday  15th.  At  home  — sick  in  the  afternoon  & night.  Thos 
returned  from  Atlanta.  Tuesday  16th.  Left  for  Atlanta.  News  of  Thomas’s 
and  Dr.  Colley’s  appointment  as  surgeons  to  Va.  — Telegraphed  Dr.  Capers 
Thos  coming.  — Got  Gov.  Brown’s  Passport  for  Thos  to  Richmond. 
Wednesday  17th.  Lect  38  & 39.  Began  & finished  Electro  physiology  — 
brief  because  term  closes  on  23rd  inst.  Thos  gets  here  tonight  en  route  to 
Richmond. 

Thursday  18th.  Lect.  40.  On  Oxygen  & Hydrogen  begun.  — Rain  last 
night.  Cloudy  today.  My  son  Thomas  leaves  Atlanta  to-night,  for  Rich- 
mond, Va.  to  enter  upon  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  Asst.  Surgeon  to 
the  10th  Regt  Ga.  Volunteers  (Col.  Anderson)  — May  the  God  of  his 
fathers  accompany  him  to  his  work  — Prosper  & preserve  — And  mercifully 
restore  my  boy.  Delightful  rains.  Friday  19th.  Lect  41.  On  Hydrogen,  with 
my  Farewell  to  the  class  for  the  present  term  — which  closes  prematurely 
by  request  — in  obedience  to  the  popular  impulse  which  leads  to  defensive 
war.  Saturday  20th.  Disappointed  in  picnic  to  Cedar  Shoals.  — Girls  all 
go.  — Heavy  rain  today  — Visited  brickyard  field. 

Sabbath  21st.  Showery  in  afternoon  — Bro  Stone  preaches  from  “Mar- 
tha and  Mary”.  — Son-in-law,  Mr.  Johnson  here  since  Tuesday.  ^Glorious 
victory  — Manassas.  Monday  22nd.  Went  to  Atlanta  — Mr.  Johnson  ac- 
companying me.  Commenced  the  Examination  of  Medl  Students.  Tuesday 
23rd.  Closed  examination  of  students.  32  graduates  — 4 refused  a Diploma. 
Educational  Institute  opens  its  session  to-day.  Barely  a quorum  — As  Irst 
Vice  President  I had  to  take  the  chair.  Part  of  the  morning  at  Colege.  Boy 
Henry  starts  to  Richmond,  Va.  Wednesday  24th.  Met  Faculty.  — Attend- 
ing Institute  at  10  OC.  tho’  quite  unwell.  Finished  a pleasant  session  — I 
addressed  the  Body  in  brief  Address  & adjourned  to  meet  again  the  last 
Tuesday  in  July  in  the  town  of  Arlington,  Virginia.'^®  I conferred  Degrees 

*See  more — under  head  of  26th  (Friday)  following  [Means’s  note]. 

As  chairman  of  the  Educational  Committee,  on  July  13,  1861,  Means  had  ad- 
dressed a letter  to  the  Southern  Christian  Advocate,  calling  the  attention  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Educational  Institute  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  to  the  letter  of  Prof. 
H.  C.  Price,  recording  secretary  of  the  Institute,  in  the  Advocate  of  July  11,  1861, 
requesting  full  and  prompt  attendance  at  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  in  Atlanta 
on  July  23.  Means  urged  full  support  of  the  Institute  and  of  its  organ,  The  Educa- 
tional Repository  & Family  Monthly,  with  which  for  a year  and  a half  he  had  been 
associated. 

The  Advocate  of  August  29  carried  a full  report  of  the  sixth  annual  meeting 
of  the  Institute,  which  was  held  in  the  City  Hall  with  Dr.  Means  in  the  chair.  General 
Duff  Green,  not  a member,  was  present  and  addressed  the  Institute.  Dr.  W.  J.  Sasnett 
offered  a resolution  urging  the  production  of  Southern  textbooks  by  Southern  authors 
and  published  in  the  South.  He  urged  that  the  South  should  have  a literature  distinct 
and  independent,  “the  outgrowth  of  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  people,  and  the 
representative  of  their  peculiar  interests  and  institutions.”  The  resolution  further 
urged  the  Methodist  Publishing  House  at  Nashville  (1)  to  furnish  texts,  and  (2)  to 
publish  non-religious  texts  for  every  grade  of  school  ffom  the  primary  to  the  college. 
The  resolution  .was  adopted  at  the  evening  session  on  July  23.  Dr.  Means  moved  a 
resolution  that  “a  Scientific  Association  shall  be  speedily  organized,”  and  that  such  a 
body  should  regularly  publish  all  important  discoveries  which  might  be  the  result 
of  its  labors.  In  the  closing  session  on  July  24  it  was  decided  to  suspend  the  Educa- 
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— on  32  Graduates  — made  a short  Farewell  — followed  by  a few  remarks 
from  Judge  Haygood.  Paid  $25  to  Massy  & LansdelP^  for  Instruments  etc 
for  Son  Thomas.  — Paid  Sassan  [Sasseen]  at  Washington  Hall  $25.  — I owe 
him  a balance  of  32  cts  — Board  for  self  and  Thomas  paid  up  to  present 
date.  Thursday  25th.  Leave  Atlanta  for  the  summer.  — Dr.  Sassnett  with 
me,  And  thankful  to  kind  Heaven  for  sustaining  me  to  the  premature  close 
of  our  course.  Reach  in  safety  my  beloved  home. 

Friday  26th.  We  have  had  for  many  days  past  an  abundance  of  refresh- 
ing showers,  and  crops  look  flourishing  and  prosperous.  — Thanks  to  gra- 
cious Heaven. 

Our  glorious  victory  at  Manassas  has  been  confirmed  and  particulars 
given.  — Our  Confederate  forces  under  Command  of  Pres.  Davis,  Genl 
Beauregard  (who  planned  the  defense)  and  Genl  Jos.  E.  Johns[t]on  of  Vir- 
ginia. Beauregard  on  the  right,  Davis  centre  column  & Johns[t]on  on  left 
wing.  Enemy  attempted  to  flank  Genl  Johns[t]on’s  Division  35000  Federals 
and  15000  Confederates.  Repulsed  with  awful  slaughter  — From  1500  to 
2000  of  our  troops  slain  and  wounded  — our  reports  say  (500)  killed  and 
from  5000  to  6000!  Federal  killed  & wounded  — some  reports  say  12000! 

— Enemy  completely  routed  and  driven  back  to  Alexandria.  Battle  lasted 
from  4 OC.  A.  M.  until  5 P.  M.  Genl  Bartow  — the  gallant  and  brave  — of 
Savannah  fell  with  our  flag  in  his  hands,  charging  upon  batteries. 

Sherman’s  brag  battery  taken.  60  cannon  in  all  with  from  7000  to  22000 
stands  of  arms  taken  by  us  (reports  differ)  & roads  covered  with  dead  and 
wounded  guns  & knapsacks  for  10  miles  — 500  Baggage  wagons  and  pro- 
visions for  6 months  for  one  army.  $9,000,000  worth  of  property  taken  from 
the  routed  enemy!!  Praises  be  to  the  God  of  our  armies  for  this  signal  vic- 
tory. May  he  never  forsake  our  people  who  trust  in  him,  and  soon  crown 
our  country  with  an  honorable  & desired  peace. — Georgians  covered 
themselves  with  glory.  I loaned  Mr.  R.  L.  Williams  $10.  to-day,  in  Sept. 
$3.00. 

Dr.  Sasnett  and  daughter  leave  today  for  his  plantation  below.  I sell  Bro. 
John  Yarborough  10  Bushels  wheat.  Cousin  Tinsley  Winston  comes  tonight 
from  Athens. 

Saturday  '27th.  Fine  day.  Went  with  Mr.  Williams  to  Covington.  Sol- 
diers still  pouring  by  hundreds  to  the  field  of  conflict.  Sick  tonight.  Sabbath 
28th.  Very  feeble  — but  go  with  wife  up  to  New  Sardis  meeting  house,  and 
preach  a thanksgiving  sermon  for  our  glorious  victory  at  Manassas,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  Resolution  of  Mr.  Memminger  passed  in  Congress  of  the  Con- 
fed.  States  at  Richmond  a few  days  since.  Bro.  Stone  & Stansill  there.  Mon- 

tional  Repository.  Dr.  Means  was  again  elected  first  vice-president.  Southern  Christian 
Advocate,  Vol.  XXIV,  (July  18,  August  29,  1861),  pp.  114,  137. 

77  Robert  J.  M.  Massey  and  William  A.  L.  Lansdell  operated  a drug  store  on  White- 
hall street  between  Alabama  and  Hunter  streets. 

78  Means’s  account  of  the  battle  was  necessarily  drawn  from  the  early  newspaper 
accounts,  such  as  appeared  in  the  Atlanta  Intelligencer , and  is  of  course  far  from 
3.CCLll*3,tC 

The  enthusiasm  aroused  by  this  first  great  Confederate  victory  inspired  Means 
to  write  a poem  entitled  “The  Battle  of  Manassa,  set  to  the  air  Bannockburn,  or 
“Bruce’s  Address  to  His  Army.”  It  is  a spirited  piece  of  writing,  consisting  of  twenty 
stanzas  of  four  lines  each.  It  was  given  first  place  on  the  first  page  of  the  Southern 
Christian  Advocate  for  September  19,  1861  (Vol.  XXIV,  p.  149). 

[33] 


DAY  29th.  Beautiful  day  — Still  feeble  and  not  well.  Wednesday  31st. 
Cousin  Ann  Eliza  Erwin  & Tinsley  Winston  leave  here  for  home  to  day. 

August  Ist^  Thursday.  Lamar  Light  Infantry^®  leave  Covington  Depot 
for  the  war  in  Cobb’s  legion.  Great  crowd  present  — perhaps  5000  people 

— 4 or  5 blacks  fall  in  well  — all  saved.  Friday  2nd.  Still  showery  but  very 
warm  for  several  days.  Saturday  3rd.  Victoria  & self  visit  Dr.  W.  B.  Rivers 
in  afternoon  to  have  his  dental  services.  Letter  from  son  Thomas  to  day 
from  Richmond. 

Sabbath  4th.  Wrote  Sister  Mary  S.  Thomas’s  obituary  — Attended 
church  — Prof.  Smith  preached  — I gave  notice  to  hand  in  supplies  to  the 
Ladies  Soldiers’  Relief  Society  on  Wednesday  next  3 OC.  at  Dr.  Thomas’s. 
Showery  today.  Monday  5th.  Cloudy  & damp  morning  but  fine  day.  Copy- 
ing Thomas’  letter  for  Southern  Confederacy.^^  Sent  corn  & wheat  to  Sim- 
mon’s mill  — Crop  very  promising  — corn  & cotton  & nearly  laid  by.  — 
Sent  sack  of  flour  to  Dr.  Rivers  2 bushels  wheat.  Victoria  given  cast  of 
mouth  for  teeth  to  Dr.  R — . Tuesday  6th.  I leave  for  Atlanta  — on  visit 
to  West  Point.  Wednesday  7th.  Wife,  Toby  (Hendree  Winston)  & Sallie 
join  me  and  we  reach  son’s  Leonidas  in  W.  Pt.  at  3/2  P.  M.  — rainy 
weather. 

Sabbath  11th.  I preached  from  Psa:  85  “Surely  his  salvation  nigh  them 

— etc  that  glory  may  dwell  in  land.  Monday  12th.  Go  up  in  two  buggies 
with  children  & Benny  Hill  to  Bro  Tom’s  — very  rainy  to  day.  Stopped  a 
while  at  Mr.  Ellis’s  of  N.  Car.  originaly  2 miles  from  West  Pt.  Tuesday 
13th.  Cloudy  & damp  morning.  Partly  sunshine  in  afternoon.  Saw  Tom’s 
Gin  house  & Cotton  screw.  My  health  very  feeble  and  precarious.  Wife 
complaining  much.  Wednesday  14th.  Went  down  with  wife  and  Sallie  & 
Toby  & Benny  Hill  to  Bro.  T.  J.  Mad.  Hill’s  — dined  there  — Heard  that 
Pa  — Capt.  Winston  was  sick  and  left  after  dinner  for  his  house.  Leonidas 
& wife  accompanied  us.  Found  Pa  better  of  his  attack  — cholera  morbus. 

Thursday  15th.  Left  Pa’s  for  our  dear  Home  in  Oxford  — going  by 
Wright’s  bridge  over  Long  Corn  Creek — now  very  high  from  excessive  rain 
on  yesterday  — - Ate  dinner  at  Leonidas’s  and  took  train  at  about  1 /s  OC.  — 
10  miles  above  W.  Pt.  had  a break  on  road  last  night  — flood  washed  out 
culvert — 1 box  car  thrown  off  ^ — no  one  hurt.  We  reached  the  break  — 
transferred  baggage  & took  train  on  the  other  side  — Took  supper  in  At- 
lanta, and  grateful  for  the  privilege  reached  Oxford  at  10  OC  at  night  — 
finding  family  all  well.  Victoria  had  left  for  home  in  Atlanta  2 days  before. 
Wednesday  21st.  Went  with  Susan  to  Atlanta.  She  enters  upon  her  duties 

The  Lamar  Light  Infantry,  under  command  of  Captain  Jefferson  Lamar,  ulti- 
mately became  Company  A of  the  54th  Georgia  Infantry  Regiment,  better  known 
as  Cobb’s  Legion,  commanded  by  Colonel  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb. 

The  Southern  Confederacy  was  a semi-weekly  and  weekly  publication,  whose  editor 
and  proprietor  in  1859-60  was  James  P.  Hambleton;  early  in  1861  it  became  the 
property  of  Colonel  C.  R.  Hanleiter,  who,  with  George  W.  Adair,  edited  it  until 
early  June,  when  Hanleiter — who  later  became  first  lieutenant  and  then  captain  of 
the  Jo.  Thompson  Lancers — gave  way  to  J.  Henley  Smith.  During  1861  the  paper 
was  published  daily  and  weekly.  The  only  letter  from  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Means  pub- 
lished in  the  weekly  edition  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  during  1861  appeared  in 
the  issue  of  August  14:  it  was  concerned  mainly  with  his  experiences  in  caring  for 
some  200  Federal  prisoners  and  scores  of  wounded  Confederate  soldiers  after  the 
battle  of  Manassas. 


in  the  Atlanta  Institute  with  Rev  Jas.  R.  Mayson.  Tried  to  secure  board  in 
several  places.  Procured  it  at  Mr.  Pecks  on  Peach  Tree  St.  She  is  to  receive 
$500  per  Annum.  I buy  a ginpham  dress  & send  to  daughter  Celestia  and 
send  by  Mr.  Downs  to  West  Pt.  Buy  2 shirt  bosoms  for  Henry  & 2 for  self 
30  cents  each.  — Wife  taken  sick  with  yellow  jaundice.  Thursday  22nd 
Returned  home  tonight  & found  wife  sick.  Gave  2 blue  pills  & morphine. 
Friday  23rd.  Dr.  Capers  returned  on  his  first  visit  from  Richmond  on  a 
visit  to  his  family.  Wife  still  very  sick  — morphine  always  relieves  sick  stom- 
ach promptly.  Saturday  24th.  Wife  still  sick.  Takes  calomel  to  night  (?) 
with  morphine.  Rests  well. 

Sabbath  25th.  Preached  the  funeral  of  an  old  colored  friend  Henry  Bass 
at  the  black  church  in  Covington  from  Isa.  40th  31rst  “They  that  wait  on 
the  Lord”  etc.  — Wife  still  quite  sick.  Monday  26th.  Wife  better.  At  Dr. 
Rivers  in  the  morning.  Tuesday  27th.  Dr.  Capers  leaves  for  Richmond! 
Cloudy  and  rather  cool.  Sow  Turnips.  Wednesday  28th.  Wife  free  from 
nausea  — has  little  fever,  but  comes  near  fainting  from  action  of  an  Enema. 
Heavy  rain  to  night.  Thursday  29th.  Cloudy  and  damp.  Wife  much  bet- 
ter— skin  still  very  yellow.  Mr.  White  pays  me  $3.55  to  pay  Geo.  W.  John- 
son for  leather  & postage. 

September  1st,  Sabbath.  Remain  at  home  with  wife.  Gave  her  Seidlitz 
Powder.  Rev.  Geo.  Smith®^  preached.  Tuesday  3rd.  Went  to  Atlanta.  Saw 
Susan  — dined  with  her  at  Bro  Peck’s.  Bot  32  yds.  Kersey’s  at  Ryan’s 
charged  to  me.  — Came  home  by  night  train.  Thankful  to  find  wife  still 
improving  and  rest  of  family  well.  Wednesday  4th.  John  White  cuts  my 
hair.  Rev  Mr  Tucker  of  Pennfield  speaks  in  Covington  to  obtain  contribu- 
tions for  soldiers  — Letter  from  son  Thomas  — another  letter  from  him,  in 
Confederacy.  Pulling  fodder  still.  Fine,  but  warm  weather. 

Thursday  5th.  Beautiful  but  warm  day.  Putting  rein-guide  on  buggy  — 
Wife  makes  wine  from  her  grapes.  Friday  6th.  Heavy  rain  last  night  — wet 
morning,  but  clears  off  pleasant.  I leave  for  my  appointment  in  Jasper  — 
to  stop  at  Bro.  Manson  Glasses,  but  turn  back  & remain  until  morning. 
Saturday  7th.  Went  in  buggy  with  Arthur  and  reached  Col.  H.  Geiger’s 
about  12/2  OC.  Went  over  to  see  an  old  friend  Bro  David  McBean  — aged 
& very  sick  (now  72  yr.)  — deaf  and  partially  blind.  Had  an  affecting 
interview. 

Sabbath  8th.  Very  heavy  rain,  forbidding  attendance  upon  church  — 
much  regretted  my  appointment  at  Calvary  Ch. — (Whitfield’s)  having 
been  made  for  perhaps  2 months  — But  providential,  and  all  right.  Bros. 
Kelsey  and  Lewis  call  to  see  me.  — Leave  for  home  — Stop  at  Bro.  Manson 
Glass’s.  He  & wife  at  Gamp-meeting  — Son  & daughter-in-law  at  home. 
Monday  9th.  Left  Bro  Glass’s  about  7 OC.  and  reached  home  — near  10 
OC.  — Thankful  to  find  family  all  well  — wife  still  weak.  Cloudy  & damp. 
Charles  Goodrich  & Mother  come  up.  Tuesday  10th.  Left  this  morning 
for  Camp  meeting  — Newton  Co.  Preached  at  1 1 OC.  from  I Cor.  “God 
hath  chosen  the  foolish”  etc  — Wednesday  11th.  Preached  again  at  11 


Probably  George  Gilman  Smith,  later  to  be  known  as  an  authority  on  the  history 
of  Georgia  Methodism  and  author  of  a number  of  excellent  books.  Assigned  to  the 
church  at  Cedar  Town,  in  the  Rome  District,  by  the  Georgia  Conference  of  1860, 
he  entered  military  service  as  a chaplain  with  Phillips’  Legion,  which  in  October 
1861  was  in  Virginia. 
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OC.  from  “Storm  at  sea”  — daughter  Mollie  and  the  servants  generally 
attend  meeting.  Game  home  this  afternoon.  Friday  13th.  Went  to  Depot  to 
carry  bag  of  vegetables  for  Vickey.  — Making  cotton  baskets. 

Sabbath  15th.  Preached  in  Covington  from  Psa  97  “The  Lord  reigneth 
let  the  earth  rejoice”  etc.  Dined  with  Bro  Yarbrough  & Rev  T Pierce  at 
Judge  Floyd’s.  Monday  16th.  At  home.  Packed  box  of  clothing,  etc  for 
son  Thomas  now  at  Fort  Bartow  near  Manassas.  Tuesday  17th.  Went  up 
to  Conyers  to  deliver  box  to  Dr.  Glenn.  He  will  not  set  out  for  Richmond 
until  Saturday  21rst.  Wednesday  18th.  Went  with  daughter  Mollie  (Mrs. 
Capers)  to  Atlanta  to  make  purchases  in  view  of  her  trip  to  Richmond.  — 
Dined  with  her  sister  Vickey  (Mrs.  Johnson).  Bot  of  Dr.  Hamilton  20  lbs. 
of  Soda  @ 12J/2  cts.  Returned  to  night. 

Friday  20th.  Left  with  Wife  for  Lawrenceville  — taking  Billy  and  the 
carriage.  Stopped  at  old  Mr.  Coxes  — 16  miles  from  here  & 2 from  Logans- 
ville  and  made  coffee  and  ate  luncheon.  Reached  Mr.  Hope’s  Hotel  in 
Lawrenceville  about  sun-down.  Saturday  21st.  Went  out  with  wife  to  old 
Mr.  Baugh’s  and  dined.  Thunderstorm  on  return  which  we  escaped  by 
stopping  at  house. 

Sabbath  22nd.  The  Equinox  Autumnal.  Preached  to  fine  and  attentive 
Congregation  from  Prov.  14th  34  “Righteousness  exalteth  a nature  [nation]” 
etc.  Dined  with  Dr.  Lassee  Lowe  visited  Lovick  Thomas  jnor  & mother  — 
Mr.  Kennedy’s  family  etc  — Monday  23rd.  Left  with  wife  for  home. 
Stopped  at  Mr.  Coxes  at  12^2  OC.  P.  M.  & cooked  dinner,  after  taking 
wrong  road  & losing  perhaps  3 miles.  Reached  home  before  sun-down  — 
thankful  to  Providence  for  a pleasant  trip  — wife’s  health  improved  & our 
family  well.  Picking  cotton  for  one  week  past.  Mr.  Root®^  of  Atlanta  takes 
supper  here.  Tuesday  24th.  Pleasant  & cool  — Went  with  son  Olin  who 
came  up  last  night  & Toby  to  Depot  to  see  250  Yankee  prisoners  go  by  to 
N Orleans  — sitting  without  restraint  in  car  — seem  well  provided. 

Wednesday  25th.  Fine  clear  day  — cool  night  and  morning.  — Went  to 
town  for  Mollie.  Killed  a beef  today.  Thursday  26th.  Cloudy  but  pleasant. 
At  night  — one  of  the  heaviest  and  most  constant  rains,  which  has  ever 
fallen  in  the  same  length  of  time  in  this  locality.  Drive  Indian  Creek  higher 
than  'ever  known  — it  is  said.  Our  fences  washed  away.  Finished  a song  on 
“Coming  reign  of  Christ.”  Friday  27th.  Wet  and  rainy  still.  — Met  Susan 
at  the  Depot,  who  visits  us  for  the  first  time  since  her  residence  at  Atlanta. 
Saturday  28th.  Last  night — very  cool.  Clear  & pleasant  day.  Repairing 
fences.  — Olin  still  with  us. 

Sabbath  29th.  Dr.  Thomas  preaches.  Son  Olin  preaches  at  3.  to  the 
Blacks  and  at  night  in  our  church.  Cool  but  pleasant  day.  Monday  30th. 
Went  to  Atlanta  and  got  box  of  goods  put  in  possession  of  Col.  [illegible]  to 
be  sent  to  son  Thomas  on  Wednesday  next  — directed  to  Fairfax  Station, 
Alexandria  & Orange  R.  Road.  — Returned  tonight. 

October  1st,  Tuesday.  Took  daughter  Susan  to  the  Depot  — waited 
4^  hours  no  cars  — collision  happened  in  Camak  returned  home  to  wait 
until  tomorrow.  Wednesday  2nd.  Election  for  Governor  etc.  E.  A.  Nesbit 
& Jos.  E Brown  (present  incumbent  of  already  4 years  continuance.  Wet 


Sydney  R.  Root  was  an  Atlanta  businessman,  partner  in  the  firm  of  Beach  & Root, 
cash  dealers  in  dry  goods,  shoes,  etc. 
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morning.  Took  Susan  down  again  to  meet  the  cars  — Olin  walks  to  Depot 
& goes  over  with  me  to  Covington  to  vote.  I vote  for  Nesbit  — Governor 
Jones  senator  — Zachery  & Grifiin,  lower  house.  Thursday  3rd.  Damp  and 
cloudy.  Mrs.  Jennings’s  son  Billups  having  died  while  in  the  army  was 
brought  home  to-day  to  be  interred  in  Oxford.  Alas!  what  a grief  for  a 
widowed  mother.  Friday  4th.  At  home.  Preached  Billups  Jennings  funeral 
from  Psa.  71rst  17  & 18  “O,  God  thou  hast  taught  me  from  my  youth.” 
Saturday  5th.  Went  to  Atlanta  on  business  — dined  at  daughter  Vickey’s 
with  Susan.  Greatly  fatigued  and  suffered  from  overaction.  Returned  to- 
night. 

Sabbath  6th.  Quite  feeble  & unwell  all  day.  Bro  Smith  preaches.  Warm 
today.  Monday  7th.  Pleasant  temperature  — cloudy.  I forward  today  to 
Rev.  W.  J.  Sasnett  Auburn  Ala.  the  Deed  made  on  26th  March  1860  from 
Israel  Champion  & Mary  Champion  his  wife  to  Mary  E Capers,  my  daugh- 
ter, conveyancing  a house  & lot  in  Auburn  to  said  Mrs.  Capers  — requesting 
Dr.  S.  to  perfect  the  Deed  in  some  way  as  date  & witnesses  are  omitted, 
altho’  deposition  of  Justice  of  Peace  — “Gassaway”,  is  appended. 

Tuesday  8th.  Left  this  morning  at  II/2  OG.  for  Richmond,  Va.  to  take 
Mrs.  Capers  (Mollie)  her  two  children  and  servant  Juley  to  remain  there 
with  Dr.  H.  D.  Capers,  still  chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department  under 
Mr.  Memmi[n]ger.®^  Passed  through  Augusta  — Branchville  — Kingsville 
— Columbia,  Charlotte,  Salisbury  — Raleigh  — Gaston  — Weldon  — Pet- 
ersburg & to  Richmond  701  miles  from  Covington  Depot,  Ga.  Borrowed  $15 
from  Prof.  Luke  Smith  & cr.  on  note.  Wednesday  9th.  Left  Augusta  about 
8 OG  last  night  and  reached  Columbia  about  day-light.  — Took  our  own 
breakfast  in  the  Depot,  & left  at  8 OG(?)  — Reached  Charlotte  N.  C.  at  4 
P.  M.  OG.  stayed  till  9 OG. 

Thursday  10th.  After  leaving  Charlotte  last  night  at  9 OG.  passed  Salis- 
bury in  the  night  — reached  Raleigh  about  7^  A.  M.  to-day  & breakfasted 
at  Chester  26  miles  beyond  Raleigh.  Took  our  dinner  on  cars  at  Weldon 
which  we  reached  at  1 OC.  P.  M.  left  at  2 OC.  & reached  Richmond  at  8 
P.  M.  Stopped  by  Dr.  Gapers  direction  at  the  Spotswood  House  — room  65. 
Mollie  & children  etc  went  with  Dr.  Capers  to  his  boarding  House,  Mrs. 
Moseby’s  near  Capitol  grounds.  Friday  11th.  I stood  the  journey  pretty  well 
& feel  thankful  for  our  safe  arrival  here.  Mollie  unwell.  Visited  the  Georgia 
Hospital  here.®*  About  700  patients  in  the  two  buildings.  — Much  care  & 
attention  shown  them.  O!  the  accompaniments  & sequences  of  war!  God 
kindly  smile  upon  our  abused  country  and  soOn  bless  us  with  an  honorable 


83  Dr.  Gapers,  who  had  been  elected  first  lieutenant  of  the  Atlanta  Grays  early  m 
January  1861,  resigned  that  post  in  March,  and  a few  weeks  later  was  appmnted 
chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  Confederate  government  under  Chris- 
topher G.  Memminger,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  President  Davis.  May  1, 
1862,  Dr.  Capers  was  appointed  major  of  the  12th  Battalion, 

he  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel  November  6,  1862.  While  at  Oxford  in  1864 
convalescing  from  a wound,  he  managed  to  escape  capture  when  the  village  was 
occupied  by  Federal  troops.  In  later  years  he  wrote  a biography  of  Memminger 
One  of  his  children,  a four-year-old  boy  named  Charles  Memminger  Gapers,  was 
accidentally  shot  and  killed  at  Oxford:  his  death  was  commemorated  by  a poem 
written  by  his  grandfather.  Dr.  Means,  and  published  in  A Cluster  of  Poems. 

84  The  Georgia  Hospital  in  Richmond  was  one  of  the  state  hospitals  set  up  after 
the  battle  of  Manassas. 
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peace.  Saturday  12th.  Sick  most  of  the  night,  last  night,  and  unwell  today. 
Confined  mostly  to  room. 

Sabbath  13th.  Preached  — tho’  feeble  — to  large  and  attentive  congre- 
gation in  Broad  St.  Methodist  E.  Church  for  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan.®^  A mag- 
nificently furnished  building  with  a fine  organ  & choir.  Text;  II  Cor.  3-4 
“If  our  Gospel  be  hid”  Monday  14th.  Feel  comfortable.  A splendid,  brac- 
ing day.  Bot  wife  calico  dress  25  cts,  per  yd.  — double  former  cost.  Got  pass- 
port to  Fairfax  but  have  doubts  about  its  carrying  me  through  Manassas. 
Visited  Hospital  again.  Tuesday  15th.  Beautiful  day  again.  Visited  Trade- 
gar  works  owned  by  Genl  Anderson.  Manufacturing  very  heavy  ordnance, 
carriages,  balls,  etc  etc  for  the  army.*®  Also  a'  submarine  boat^^  by  Mr. 
Cheney,  inventor,  a very  ingenious  thing  — to  be  completed  in  3 weeks. 
Called  on  Mr.  Wynn  of  S.  C.  whose  son  is  ill. 

Wednesday  16th.  Bot  shoes  for  Thomas  12.00 
2 pr.  drawers  $2  & 2.50  4.50 

2 pr.  socks  50  cts  each  1.00 
1 pr.  Blk.  Pants  5.00 


$22.50 

Visited  Holly  Wood  Cemetery  — beautiful  resting-place  for  the  dead,  on 
James  River  saw  the  graves  of  about  280  soldiers  — many  of  them  killed  in 
Manassas.  — Visited  Church  Hill  with  the  Dr.  Mollie  & children.  Saw  the 
church  in  which  Patrick  Henry  cried  “Give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death”®® 
— Thursday  17th.  Set  out  this  morning  for  Manassas,  139  miles  from  this 
city  — passed  by  Orange  C.  House,  Gordonsville  & Culpepper  C.  House. 
Reached  Manassas  about  5 OG  P.  M.  — presented  my  check  No  589  for 
Carpet  Bag  & found  the  bag  gone  — the  counter  check  upon  it  found  on  the 
floor  of  the  car  here  — bag  & contents  gone  — loss  estimate  worth  24  or  25 
Dolls.  Staid  with  Capt.  Robt.  Hardaway  of  Columbus,  Ga.  — commanding 
one  of  the  batteries  at  Manassas. 

Friday  18th.  Son  Thomas  hearing  by  a soldier  who  accompanied  me  that 
I had  reached  Manassas  came  down  with  boy  & carriage  for  me.  Great  vigi- 
lance to  prevent  persons  from  going  through  to  Centerville,  7 miles  from 
Manassas,  where  all  our  troops  from  Fairfax  have  fallen  back  since  Tuesday 
night.  Vickey  moves  down  [to  Oxford]  from  Atlanta. 

Saturday  19th.  Slept  with  Dr.  Colley  in  Thomas’  quarters,  on  cot,  last 
night.  About  12  or  14000  troops  here.  The  “Army  of  the  Potomack”  in  four 
grand  Divisions  now  under  Genls.  Beauregard,  Smith,  Longstreet  and  Van- 

Rev.  James  Armstrong  Duncan  was  a graduate  of  Randolph-Macon  College  of 
the  class  of  1849.  Entering  the  Virginia  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  in  the  same  year,  he  was  to  be  for  six  years  editor  of  the  Richmond 
Christian  Advocate.  After  serving  for  some  years  as  pastor  of  the  Broad  Street  Church 
he  became  in  1868  president  of  Randolph-Macon  College, 

The  Tredegar  Iron  Works  was  perhaps  the  most  important  factory  in  the  Con- 
federacy for  the  manufacture  of  heavy  ordnance.  Before  the  war  it  had  manufactured 
railway  locomotives. 

The  Confederate  Navy  under  the  leadership  of  M.  F.  Maury  and  Hunter  Davidson 
experimented  in  underwater  warfare  and  developed  to  a considerable  extent  the 
submarine  and  the  underwater  mine  as  offensive  weapons. 

St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church. 
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dorn  — all  subject  to  the  command  of  Genl.  Johns[t]on.^^  The  fall-back  is 
supposed  to  be  a strategic  movement.  Country  surrounding  Centerville  is 
exceedingly  broken  & rough  but  the  position  of  the  command  under  Cenl 
Sam.  Jones  (Thomas  regiment  included  (my  son)  is  an  unbroken  opening 
covered  with  tents  for  perhaps  1 ^2  miles  over  an  undulating  surface.  — The 
celebrated  Washington  Artillery are  here.  They  are  now  fortifying  Center- 
ville. The  troops  are  transporting  goods  rapidly  to  Manassas  families  flying 
back  with  women,  children,  goods  & cattle  from  Fairfax  to  Manassas. 
Thomas  was  obliged  to  go  to  his  Regiment.  — Col.  Anderson’s  now  on 
picket  duty  5 miles  from  Centerville,  and  I determined  to  return  to  take 
the  cars  this  morning  for  Richmond,  but  the  boy  mistaking  the  road,  took 
me  out  of  the  way  about  3 miles  & the  cars  had  gone  before  I reached  the 
Depot  at  Manassas  — 10  or  15  minutes.  I then  took  a “sick  train”  and  came 
down  with  2 or  300  soldiers  perhaps  on  freight  cars  to  Culpepper  Court 
House,  where  I spent  the  night.  Here  I found  Lieut,  [illegible]  of  Ca.  & Mr. 
Davidson,  nephew  of  Mrs.  Dunn  of  Washington  Hall  Atlanta  — who  now 
resides  at  Ducktown,  Tenn. 

Sabbath  20th.  Staid  last  night  at  Piedmont  House  — saw  young  Dr. 
Tom  (Dessausure)  and  left  by  regular  train  at  10.11  OG.  for  Richmond, 
which  I reached,  thankfully,  in  safety,  at  4 OG.  PM.  — Went  to  Baptist 
church  and  concluded  service  for  Rev.  Mr.  Burrows.  — Stay  with  Mr.  Wad- 
kins  again.  Mollie  better.  — Two  letters  from  Home.  Thank  kind  Heaven, 
family  reported  well.  — My  son-in-law  Mr.  Johnson  going  into  Camp  on 
this  (Monday  morning  21rst)  and  Hendree  expects  to  come  down  and  stay 
with  us,  — Cloudy  & cool.  Saw  North  Carolina  Calvary  parade,  about  800 
— noble  company.  Heard  Umphrey  Marshal  of  Kentucky  speak  at  Spots- 
wood. 

Tuesday  22nd.  Visited  cousin  Mary  Greenhow  and  daughters.  The  eld- 
est (Betty)  I did  not  see.  The  next  Maria  I saw,  and  also  Mary,  the  young- 
est of  four,  I think.  — Mrs.  Greenhow’s  mother  and  four  sisters  all  close  by 
her  in  the  city.  Her  husband  Sami  Greenhow  a merchant  — Bot  drawers 
$2.50  — shirt  $3.00  — 2/3  wool.  Also  travelling  bag  $4.00.  Bot  presents  for 
Mr.  Wadkin’s  children  — & Lilly  & Minny.  Wednesday  23rd.  Set  out  for 
home  by  the  Wilmington  rout  at  5 OC.  A.  M.  From  Richmond  to  Weldon 
107  miles  — from  Weldon  to  Wilmington  162  — from  Wilmington  to 
Augusta  288  miles  — from  Augusta  to  Covington  Depot  130  miles  — total 
from  Richmond  to  Covington  686  miles  — by  this  route.  By  Columbia, 
Charlotte,  Salisbury  & Raleigh  701  — difference  15  miles.  Upper  route  by 
Columbia  most  certain  & pleasant  but  more  changes  of  baggage  — Missed 
connexion  at  Wilmington  & staid  all  night  at  Carolina  Hotel. 

Thursday  24th.  Left  Wilmington  Depot  at  5 OC.  A.  M.  & reached 
Augusta  11^  PM  — left  at  12j4  and  reached  my  dear  home  thankfully  on 
Friday  25th.  Arrived  safely  7^4  OC.  AM.  and  found  all  well.  Saturday 
26th.  Finished  hauling  in  our  corn — 195  [95]  wagon  loads  averaging  fully 
2 54  barrels  per  load  or  about  240  Barrels.  Thanks  to  kind  Heaven  for 

Means  is  a bit  confused  here,  which  is  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  general  un- 
certainty as  to  the  relative  status  of  Generals  Beauregard  and  Johnston,  both  of 
whom  held  the  rank  of  general,  though  Johnston’s  commission  antedated  that  of 
Beauregard. 

Of  New  Orleans. 


enough  of  bread  these  hard  times  — when  under  the  pressure  of  war  with 
the  North  & the  general  blockade  Coffee  is  50  cents  per  lb.  Salt  $6  per  sack 
in  Augusta  Bacon  28  to  30  cents  average  and  coarse  brown  sugar  11  or  12 
cents  — While  our  one  great  staple  — Cotton  is  locked  up  from  market  & 
only  worth  6 or  7 cents  here,  and  our  taxes  5 Dollars  on  the  1000  dollars 
worth  of  property  for  War  purposes,  besides  the  usual  — state,  county  & 
town  taxes  & liberal  supplies  to  soldiers. 

Sabbath  27th.  Cloudy.  Heard  Bro.  Yarbrough  jnr.  from  Revelation  — 
7th  — “These  are  they  that  have  come  out  of  great  tribulation”  — etc. 
Olin,  my  son,  preaches  at  night  from  Luke  11th.  18th  etc  “If  I by  Beelzebub 
cast  out  devils”  etc.  To  day,  change  in  R.  Road  schedule  — trains  go  up 
by  Covington  Depot  to  Atlanta  at  about  4.47  P.  M.  & also  11.36  P.  M.  and 
down  from  Atlanta  about  9.29  A.  M.  and  10.14  P.  M.  Monday  28th.  Went 
to  Atlanta  by  4.47  OC  train  after  giving  in  War  tax  to  Bro.  Thompson  @ 
$5.  on  every  $1000  returned  My  tax  for  this  purpose  will  be  nearly  $125.00 
— Fell  in  comoany  with  Miss  Su.  Blanton,  Mrs.  Roundtree  of  N.  Orleans  & 
Miss  Sallie  Ford. 

Tuesday  29th.  Staid  last  night  at  Washington  Hall.  Saw  the  ladies  off 
at  10.15  OC.  to  Chattanooga  to  go  through  to  Grand  junction  & at  11  OC. 
to  go  to  Griffin.  — Purchased  of  Ryan  39  yd  Sea  Is.  cotton  18  (chd)  7.16 
(I  owe  Ryan  now  about  $20) 

Bot  of  Myers  41  yd.  striped  Domes.  5.00 
Pr.  Drawers  knit  2.00 

Y2  Bushel  Apples  65 

1 wash  pan  40  from  Caldwell  not  brot  40 
1 pr.  gloves  40 

Paid  Mr.  Ransom  the  full  amount  of  my  note  $100.00.  Supped  with  Susan 
& Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland’s  babe  very  ill.  Wednesday  30th.  Preparing 
box  to  send  by  Mr.  Gates,  under  Genl  Jno.  Foster’s  orders  to  son  Thomas 
at  Centerville  Va.  Fine  day.  Thursday  31st.  Beautiful  day  Disappointed 
last  night  and  today  in  sending  my  box  to  Thomas.  Mr.  Gates  has  not  come. 

November  1st,  Friday.  One  of  the  most  inclement  days  of  the  season. 
Rainy  windy,  cold  and  gloomy.  Went  to  Depot  again  to  despatch  Tom’s 
box,  but  W.  H.  Gates  not  on  hand.  800  troops  pass  on  to  Richmond  — 2 
companies  of  Col.  Ed.  Thomas’  Regiment.  Olin  taken  sick  with  us.  At  about 
4 OC  in  the  morning  of  the  Irst.  Nov.  1858,  — just  3 years  ago  to-day,  I 
was  attacked  with  the  fearful  malady  from  the  consequences  of  which 
under  what  I believe  to  have  been  untimely  & excessive  venesection  — I 
have  never  yet  entirely  recovered.  Yet  I would  here  record  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgements to  the  Father  of  Mercies  for  the  great  relief  and  improve- 
ment with  which  I have  been  blessed.  Should  kind  Heaven  favor  my  farther 
improvement,  may  my  health  and  strength  be  devoted  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  good  of  the  world.  Saturday  2nd.  Cold  & rainy.  Went  to  Depot. 
Met  at  last  Mr.  W.  H.  Gates  who  kindly  took  charge  of  my  packed  box  to 
Thomas  directed  to  Centerville,  and  also  a box  for  Mr.  Norman’s  friend 
Allum.  Col.  E.  Thomas  & 2 companies  go  on. 

Sabbath  3rd.  Very  cool.  Preach  from  Matt.  5.3  “Blessed  are  the  poor  in 
spirit”  etc  — Writing  sermon  on  Prov.  14th  34  “Righteousness  etc  — in 
afternoon.  Monday  4th.  Olin  improving  — sitting  up  to  day.  A beautiful 
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day  for  the  season  — writing  article  for  S.  C.  Advocate. (?)®^  Tableau  to- 
night. Many  scenes  well  exhibited.  Tuesday  5th.  Fine  day.  Went  to  Cov- 
ington. Saw  Bro.  Harper  about  renting  my  Atlanta  premises.  Bot  2 boxes  of 
blacking  @ 5 cts.  each.  — Letter  from  Henry  & Mollie. 

Wednesday  6th.  Election  Day  — the  first  popular  election  for  President 
& Vice  Prest  & members  of  Congress  in  the  Southern  Confederacy.  I was 
urged  to  consent  that  my  name  should  be  presented  to  the  voters  of  this 
(6th)  District  as  a candidate  for  Congress.  I declined  to  offer,  however, 
from  prudential  motives  — the  chief  consideration  being  an  unwillingness 
to  take  a position  which  would  subject  my  ministerial  character  to  imputa- 
tion.— To  my  Heavenly  Father  I would  leave  the  issues.  There  would 
scarcely  have  been  ground  for  a doubt  of  success  had  I consented.®^  Jeffer- 
son Davis  & Mr.  Alex  H.  Stephens  have  no  opponents  for  the  Presidency  & 
Vice  Presidency  of  the  S.  Confederacy.  — Thursday  7th.  Beautiful  Day. 
Writing  article  for  publication  “Thoughts  for  the  times.”  — Friday  8th. 
Went  to  Atlanta  with  Bro.  Harper  to  rent  my  house  for  $200. 

Sabbath  10th.  Bro.  Wm.  Erwin  preaches.  Sacrament.  I enjoyed  a gra- 


This  article,  entitled  “Thoughts  for  the  Times,”  was  published  in  three  instal- 
ments in  the  Southern  Christian  Advocate.  In  it  he  excoriates  “the  arrogant  spirit 
of  Abolitionism,”  which  he  likens  to  subterranean  gases  producing  volcanoes,  con- 
demns “religious  bigotry,”  which  he  calls  a “cis-atlantic  embodiment  of  the  puri- 
tanical frenzy,  which  fired  the  bosom  of  the  great  English  usurper,”  and  undertakes 
to  sketch  “some  of  the  prominent  evils  which  have  characterized  our  past  national 
history”  in  order  that  “our  young  and  promising  Confederacy”  may  avoid  them — 
after  the  war — “when  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  under  the  chastening  and  refining 
influence  of  a Southern  civilization,  will  challenge  the  respect  of  the  world  for  its 
intellectual  culture,  moral  cast,  and  military  prowess,”  He  criticizes  the  contemporary 
"disposition  to  cut  loose  from  ancient  moorings,  and  obliterate  old  landmarks,”  in 
the  fields  of  learning,  science,  politics,  and  religion.  As  for  women  in  politics,  “half 
the  world  grows  sick  at  the  masculine  pretensions  of  the  Fanny  Wrights,  Lucy  Stones, 
Harriet  Beecher  Stowes,  and  other  female  monstrosities  of  a kindred  class;  all  of 
whom  . . . hail  from  beyond  our  Southern  border,  and  move  under  the  auspices  of 
the  ‘Great  Bear!’  ” He  “would  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  mind,  unlimber  its  energies, 
and  provoke  its  most  powerful  elaborations.”  For  himself,  he  says,  “we  unaffectedly 
avow  our  conviction  that  while  the  eternal  moral  fixtures  of  'Salvation  by  faith  in 
the  Son  of  God/  and  ‘Holiness  of  life,’  should  constitute  the  duplex  moral  centre, 
around  which  ‘all’  should  revolve,  and  to  which  all  legal  and  conventional  enact- 
ments should  conform,  yet  every  new  auxiliary  which  art  or  science  can  supply, 
should  be  summoned  into  active  but  subordinate  service,  for  the  purpose  of  ameli- 
orating the  condition  of  the  race,  and  elevating  the  mental  and  moral  tone  of 
society.”  With  such  sentiments  as  these,  it  is  a bit  surprising  to  find  him  repudiatmg 
John  Wesley’s  “peculiar  views”  upon  the  subject  of  African  slavery,  and  insisting 
that  “the  broad  philanthropy  and  enlightened  policy  of  the  19th  century  which 
govern  the  public  mind  in  Southern  latitudes,  where  this  scriptural  institution  'j^t 
obtains,  superadded  to  a solemn  sense  of  the  high  responsibility  which  binds  the 
Southern  Church  to  elevate  the  moral  condition  and  promote  the  salvation  of  the 
sons  of  Ham,  must  forever  prevent  the  ecclesiastical  recognition  of  such  extreme 
views,  and  consequently  close  the  door  of  affiliation  against  the  unrelenting  advo- 
cates of  a hoary,  trans-Atlantic  fanaticism,”  Southern  Christian  Advocate,  Vol.  AAlv 
November  21,  28,  December  5,  1861),  pp.  182,  184,  186. 

92  As  early  as  July  17  an  editorial  in  one  of  the  Atlanta  newspapers  approved  the 
suggestion  of  a correspondent  that  Dr.  Means’s  name  be  put  up  as  a candidate  lor 
Congress.  “Dr.  Means,”  the  editor  pointed  out,  “has  been  long  favorably  known 
in  our  State  as  an  eloquent  orator,  an  eminent  Divine,  and  highly  gifted  m h s 
knowledge  of  the  physical  sciences.  In  these  perilous  trmes  we  should  select  our 
ablest,  purest  and  best  men.  Such  we  think.  Dr.  Means  to  be  and  hence  our  advo- 
cacy of  his  election.”  Weekly  Atlanta  Intelligencer,  July  17,  18bl. 
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cious  season  in  it.  O!  for  a continuance  of  the  blessed  feelings.  Monday 
11th.  Writing  for  C.  Advocate  “Thoughts  for  the  times”  — Fine  weather 
still.  Tuesday  12th.  Regimental  Review  of  Maj.  Genl  Clarke  (Social 
Circle)  at  Covington.  I was  appointed  as  aid  to  the  General  & made  a 
speech  on  horseback  to  the  assembled  Regiment  in  Anderson’s  old  field. 
Very  warm  to  day. 

Thursday  14th.  Went  to  Covington  late  this  evening  to  get  license  to 
marry  for  Mr.  E.  Marshal  Fitz  of  Alabama.  Married  him  to  Miss  Virginia 
A.  Jennings  of  Oxford.  Friday  15th.  Day  of  Fasting  & Prayer  appointed  by 
the  Prest  of  the  Confed.  States.  I preached  with  much  interest  from  Psa. 
33rd.  12.  “Blessed  is  that  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord  etc.  This  week  has 
been  almost  unexampled,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  for  clear,  soft,  delightful 
weather  — moon  now  near  to  full  and  shining  in  calm  sweet  splendor  over 
hill  and  plain.  Cotton  opening  most  rapidly.  Our  Sweet  Potato  Crop  dug  & 
housed  safely  — large  but  many  small  potatoes  — perhaps  250  or  275  Bush- 
els. Susan’s  trunk  lost  by  Mr.  Summers  at  Atlanta  — wrote  Susan  announc- 
ing it.  Saturday  16th.  Went  to  Madison  and  stopped  at  Bro.  Jno.  W.  Por- 
ter’s— Took  tea  at  Dr.  Oglesby’s. 

Sabbath  17th.  Preached  I hr.  & 20m.  to  an  attentive  and  interested 
audience  from  Psa.  71-17&18  “O,  God  thou  hast  taught  me  from  youth 
up”  etc.  Took  dinner  with  Bro.  Marshall  & came  home  by  evening  train. 
Monday  18th.  Went  to  Covington  & sold  Henry  & Millie  & Tom  & Troup 
& Mildred  (their  children)  together  with  Mildred’s  child  to  Judge  Reynolds 
— no  writings  yet.  Left  for  Atlanta  to  find  daughter  Susan’s  trunk.  Found 
it  at  Trout  H[otel].  Tuesday  19th.  Saw  Ryan  and  found  Susan’s  a/c  about 
$32  which  deducted  from  the  a/c  made  out  against  myself  leaves  me  due 
Ryan  $19  + . Bot  200  lbs.  Rice  @ 4/2  cts.  Box  Segars  $4.50  & /4  Gross 
matches  25  cts.  Returned  home. 

Wednesday  20th.  Mr.  Powell  Owen  came  down  & I sold  him  my  match 
of  Bay  horses  for  $450  due  Christmas  on  joint  note  of  himself  & his  father- 
in-law  Mr.  Johnson  (Mr.  Johnson  has  not  signed  the  note)  Should  he  not 
when  I see  him  — or  other  good  security  be  given,  it  will  be  no  trade. 
Thursday  21st.  Cloudy  but  clears  off.  Agree  with  Mr.  Williams  again  to 
live  with  me  this  year.  I am  to  give  him  $250.  and  no  land  to  rent.  My  son- 
in-law  Mr.  Johnson  leaves  for  Richmond,  Va.  to  night  to  secure  his  place 

as  clerk  in  [ ] Department.  May  Heaven  bless  and  keep  the  husband 

of  my  child  and  prosper  of  him  (if  best)  in  carrying  out  his  plans.  — His 
little  negro  very  ill  (Harriet)  has  been  insensible  — with  deep  coma  for  two 
or  three  days.  Dr.  Huff  consults.  Dr.  Gaither  comes  to  night.  — Powerful 
Enemata  of  salt  & soap-suds  & large  dose  of  calomel.  Friday  22nd.  Writing 
article  for  S.  C.  Ad.  Dr.  Gaither  comes  over  and  uses  powerful  measures  to 
restore  Harriet.  2 tablespoonsful  of  Oil  & 1 of  Spts.  Turpentine.  Damp,  dark 
day.  Heavy  rain  at  night  then  clears  off.  Saturday  23rd.  Harriet  seems 
somewhat  better  — more  natural  tho’  still  unconscious  of  what  is  done  for 
her.  Clear  and  very  cool.  Mr.  Rankin  calls  & I promise  him  3 bushels  of 
corn. 

Sabbath  24th.  Heard  Bro.  Branham  — from  Eccl.  7.  14  In  the  day  of 
prosperity  etc.  Monday  25th.  Clear  and  cold.  Commenced  to  sow  wheat 
in  the  Kennon  field.  Went  to  Covington  in  afternoon.  Tuesday  26th.  Clear 
& cold.  Sowing  wheat  in  Kennon  field  & picking  cotton.  Sent  Frank  to  Cov- 
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ington  to  get  my  new  Policy  of  Insurance  on  my  premises  & property.  — 
Left  home  for  Conference  in  Atlanta  this  evening.  Mr.  Sydney  Root  takes 
me  to  his  house.  Wednesday  27th.  Annual  Conference  opens  in  City  Hall, 
Bishop  Pierce  in  the  chair.®^  Went  home  tonight. 

Thursday  28th.  Found  Harriet  (Vickey’s  servant)  sinking  rapidly.  She 
dies  this  afternoon.  Went  to  Covington  about  my  Insurance  Policy,  but 
could  not  see  Wm.  Anderson  Agent.  Made  out  data  & left  them  for  him. 
Came  back  to  Atlanta  tonight.  Friday  29th.  Conference  business  goes  on. 
Dinner  at  Bro.  Rawson’s.  Election  for  Delegates  to  Genl  Conference  com- 
mences — only  6 elected  first  balloting.  Saturday  30th.  Dined  with  Col 
Chambers  at  Dr.  Simmon’s  — I opened  Missionary  meeting  tonight.  An 
excellent  Address  by  Dr.  Sasnett  one  by  Bro.  Kramer  from  Baltimore. 

December  1st,  Sabbath.  Bishop  Pierce  preaches  one  of  the  best  sermons 
I ever  heard  from  him,  with  fine  effect.  About  26  Deacons  ordained.  Dined 
at  Bro.  Haygood’s.  Appointed  by  Bishop  Pierce  to  that  work  I was  permitted 
to  preach  the  funeral  sermon  of  five  of  our  brother  ministers  of  the  Ga. 
Conference  who  have  died  during  the  Conference  year,  viz.  Bros  Hebbard 
— ^ Whitn  C.  Flill,  Davidson  [Francis]  Bird  — Columbus  C.  [W.]  Howard 
who  fell  in  battle  at  Manassas  & [D.  Williamson]  An  overwhelming  congre- 
gation — wide  spread  & solemn  feeling  — gracious  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  on  preachers  & people.  Thanks  to  merciful  Heaven  — My  Text  — 
Heb.  12.1  (Cloud  of  witnesses)®^ 

Monday  2nd.  Members  all  now  elected  save  one  — very  many  scattering 
votes.  — I was  elected  (73  votes)  among  others 


J.  E.  Evans 
Jno.  W.  Glenn 
A.  T.  Mann 
E.  H.  Myers 
J.  W.  Hinton 


Very  wet  afternoon.  Left  Mr.  Root’s  & came  to  Washington  Hall.  Very  wet 
day.  Le[f]t  Mr.  Root’s  and  went  to  Washington  Hall. 


93  Before  the  roll  was  called  at  the  Conference,  Dr.  Means  conducted  the  usual 
religious  service. 

94  The  editor  of  the  Atlanta  Southern  Confederacy  attended  both  services  on  this 
particular  Sunday.  The  morning  service  was  held  in  the  Wesley  Chapel  and  Bishop 
Pierce  spoke  to  a great  crowd,  with  hundreds  standing  in  the  aisles,  all  seats  having 
been  occupied  two  hours  before  the  service  began.  The  editor  was  much  impressed 
with  Bishop  Pierce’s  sermon.  The  evening  service  was  held  in  Trinity  Church,  which 
was  also  crowded.  “Rev.  Dr.  Means,  in  the  commencement  of  the  service,  prayed 
that  like  Sampson,  his  last  efforts  might  be  his  most  powerful,  and  that  the  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit  might  even  be  more  abundant  than  at  the  morning  service, 
and  it  was  remarked  by  many  who  were  present  that  his  prayer  was  answered.  His 
theme  was  one  of  unusual  interest— his  subject  ably  presented  and  his  eloquence 
past  description.  Long  after  the  regular  services  were  closed,  the  gray  haired  sires 
of  the  church  were  still  under  the  happy  influence  produced  by  the  sermon.  Such  a 
scene  will  scarcely  be  witnessed  more  than  once  in  a lifetime.  Atlanta  Southern  Con- 
federacy, December  4,  1861. 


Names  of  Delegates 


S.  Anthony 
L.  Pierce 
W.  J.  Parks 


A.  Means 


J.  S.  Key 

W.  R.  Branham 
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Tuesday  3rd.  Conference  business  progresses.  Closes  at  about  10^2  OC 
PM.  Next  Conference  to  be  held  at  Macon  Ga.  — Weather  better.  I am 
appointed  Supernumerary  to  Madison  station.  Wednesday  4th.  Remained 
in  Atlanta.  Bought  Barrel  Sugar  of  A.  C.  Wiley  & Co.  @ 9^  per  lb.  — 
Returned  home  tonight,  with  Olin.  Friday  6th.  Got  Insurance  Policy  anew 
at  Covington  from  Wm.  Anderson,  Agent.  Weather  mild  & pleasant.  Sat- 
urday 7th.  Weather  continues  mild.  Went  with  Mr.  Williams  to  look  at 
Coleman  Brown’s  mules. 

Sabbath  8th.  Bro.  Cotter^^  preaches  in  the  morning,  & son  Olin  at 
night.  Monday  9th.  A most  beautiful  morning  — warm  and  agreeable. 
Make  a Cracklin  Press.  Judge  Longstreet®®  calls.  — I was  absent.  Tuesday 
10th.  The  weather  is  almost  unexampled  for  this  season  of  the  year.  A lovely 
day  — soft  warm  and  springlike.  Plowing  for  wheat.  Send  to  Depot  for 
Susan  who  is  expected  from  Atlanta.  She  does  not  come. 

Wednesday  11th.  Very  fine  morning.  Go  down  to  Covington  to  look  at 
some  mules  owned  by  Mr.  Graham  in  drove.  Do  not  purchase.  Turning 
cold.  Thursday  12th.  Susan  does  not  yet  come.  Quite  cold  & cloudy  today. 
Determine  to  purchase  2 mules  from  Chas.  Camp  at  $100  each  — gave  note 
to  pay  $100,  Jan.  Irst  the  other  $100  by  the  20th  April  next.  — Bro.  Cotter 
& family  leave  for  Greensboro’  his  next  year’s  appointment  — Clears  up  at 
night.  Friday  13th.  Repairing  old  Trunk,  etc.  Leave  at  4 OC.  for  West 
Point  with  son  Olin.  Saturd.\y  14th.  Reached  West  Point  safely  at  7/2 
OC.  A.  M.  Went  over  to  Leonidas’  and  got  breakfast  — himself  & Celestia 
being  from  home,  but  returning  soon  after  our  arrival. 

Sabbath  15th.  Preached  at  W.  Pt.  to  a large  and  attentive  Congregation 
from  Psa.  33  “Blessed  is  that  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord”  etc.  Dined  with 
Pa  & Bro.  Madison  Hill,  etc.  at  Son’s.  Olin  preached  at  night.  Go  over  to 
Pa’s  this  evening.  Monday  16th.  Went  with  Pa  in  carriage  to  sale  7 miles 
below.  Property  high.  Returned  to  Bro.  George’s  to  night  with  Olin.  Tues- 
day 17th.  Went  to  W.  Pt.  Saw  Mr.  Bergmott  & tried  to  hire  Sam  — did  so 
conditionallv  for  $300  with  the  privilege  of  coming  home  4 times  per  year 
& he  (Bergmott)  pay’s  passage.  He  to  board  & clothe  him,  furnishing  3 or 
more  pr.  shoes.  Staid  at  Bro.  Hill’s  with  Olin. 

Wednesday  18th.  Stay  today  at  Leonidas’  & to  night.  Dined  with  Pa  & 
Ann  Eliza  & Olin  & Leonidas  at  Mr.  Wm.  Reid’s.  On  yesterday.  — Pa 
promises  to  pay  the  hire  of  a negro  man  for  me  for  the  next  year.  Thurs- 

95  During  1861  Rev.  William  Jasper  Cotter  had  been  in  charge  of  the  Methodist 
churces  at  Culloden,  Russellville,  and  Rogers,  Georgia.  At  the  Georgia  Conference  of 
1861,  just  concluded,  his  appointment  to  Greensboro  was  announced.  While  he  was 
in  charge  at  Culloden,  he  had  a son  about  to  enter  Emory  College,  so  he  purchased 
a house  in  Oxford  and  established  his  family  there,  “It  is  putting  it  very  mildly,” 
he  wrote  in  his  autobiography  nearly  sixty  years  later,  “to  say  that  Oxford  was  one 
of  the  most  religious  and  intellectual  communities  I have  ever  spent  a year  in.” 
Judge  Augustus  Baldwin  Longstreet  (1790-1870)  was  one  of  the  great  men  of 
Georgia  and  the  South.  Jurist,  author,  educator,  he  was  the  second  president  of 
Emory  College,  1840-1848,  and  he  served  later  as  president  of  Centenary  College, 
of  the  University  of  Mississippi,  and  of  the  Universtiy  of  South  Carolina.  He  is 
best  known  as  the  author  of  Georgia  Scenes  (1835).  In  1861  he  was  still  connected 
Mth  the  University  of  South  Carolina. 
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day  19th.  Got  6 bushels  fine  yams  from  Thos.  Winston  & 3 Do.  Large 
Spanish  from  Bro  Hill  to  bring  home.  Friday  20th.  Reached  Atlanta  last 
night  7J/2  OG  — Stopped  at  Washington  Hall.  Dined  at  Dr.  W.  Westmore- 
land’s. Bot  1 yd.  flannel  $1.00  — pr.  shoes  wife  $1.50  pr.  woolen  gloves  self 
.60  — Brace  & bits  $1.20  — toys  for  Claud  & Olin,  Vickie’s  children. — 
Came  home  by  night  train.  Thanks  to  kind  Providence  for  so  pleasant  a 
trip  in  a most  unexampled  season  of  weather  — Clear  and  delightful  tem- 
perature. How  grateful  to  our  poor  soldiery  north  of  us!  Saturday  21st. 
Still  beautiful  weather  — a little  hazy  however.  At  home  with  family.  Olin 
came  down  from  Atlanta  with  me.  Daughter  Susan  leaves  for  West  Point 
on  a visit.  Turns  cooler  — somewhat  cloudy. 

Sabbath  22nd.  Rainy  and  cold.  Henry,  my  servant,  returns  from  Center- 
ville near  Manassas,  where  he  has  been  in  the  Army  of  the  Potowmac  with 
my  son  Thos.  Alexander.  Clears  off  in  the  night.  Mr.  Thos.  Merriwether 
very  sick.  Wrote  Mrs.  Kell’s  Obituary  — Bro.  Thrower’s  daughter.  Monday 
23rd.  Very  cold  — wind  rises.  I propose  to  sell  Mr.  W.  C.  Moore  of  Atlanta 
my  land  on  the  south  side  of  Marietta  St.  (7  to  8 acres)  for  $1500  — /2 
cash  on  Jan.  Irst  1862  — the  other  half  $750  at  12  months  credit,  or  $1450 
cash  for  all : — I also  propose  to  sell  3 ^2  acres  on  the  East  side  next  the 
Steam-Mill  for  $1000. 

Wednesday  25th.  A beautiful  Christmas  Day.  — Thanks  to  kind  Heaven 
that  I have  been  permitted  once  more  to  witness  the  annual  return  of  that 
day  which  commemorates  the  birth  of  the  worlds  Redeemer.  I wage  my 
hopes  of  eternal  happiness  in  his  name  and  merits.  O!  for  a constant  and 
faithful  conformity  to  his  blessed  will.  — Judge  Reynolds  has  proposed  to 
relieve  me  from  the  contract  for  servants  (see  18th  Nov.)  & I go  to  see  him 
about  it. 

Friday  27th.  I rent  out  Berry  field  to  Bro.  Nixon  for  $30.  — Weather 
cool  but  fine  for  the  season.  Went  out  with  wife  to  see  Mrs.  Henrietta  Merri- 
wether, who  is  sick,  and  Bishop  Andrew  & family.  Hire  Jack  & Jim  from 
Dr.  Shaw  at  $85  each.  Saturday  28th.  Fine  day.  Conclude  to  retain  Henry 
& Millie  & Tom  & Trout,  sold  on  the  18th  to  Judge  Reynolds,  as  Judge 
Reynolds  kindly  consents  and  Henry  is  much  distressed  and  unwilling  to  go. 
Milly’s  insolence  and  angry  retorts  first  induced  me  to  think  of  parting  with 
them.  Mildred  much  in  fault  and  I therefore  sell  Mildred  who  expressed  a 
desire  that  I should  [do]  so,  to  Judge  Reynolds,  after  annulling  the  former 
contracts  — on  following  terms,  viz.  He  is  to  credit  a note  which  he  holds 
on  me  for  balance  of  land,  purchased  from  Jno.  Thrasher,  in  Atlanta,  with 
$1000,  and  I promise,  by  note,  to  pay  him  $100  by  the  20th  of  Apr.  next. 
I rent  the  Culbert  field  say  19  acres  to  Bro.  Groves  for  1.75  per  acre  for 
the  next  year.  — My  brush  & wood  is  promised  not  to  be  burned.  Total 
$32.25  [$33.25] 

Sabbath  29th.  Rather  cloudy,  but  cool.  Bro.  Branham  preaches  a good 
sermon  from  Luke  10th  24th  “Only  one  thing  is  needful.”  — Monday  30th. 
Went  to  Covington  — Beautiful  day.  Took  up  two  old  notes  given  to  John 
Thrasher  for  land  and  in  possession  of  Judge  Purmedus  Reynolds  and  after 
settlement  give  him  one  note  for  $1300,  due  tomorrow  31rst  and  another  for 
$100.  payable  Apr.  20th  1862.  Mildred  leaves  us  for  Coleman  Brown’s  in 
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Covingtorij  Judge  Reynolds’  son-in-law.  I agree  to  let  Steward  Starr  & Orr 
have  Mr.  Johnson’s  boy  Albert  for  next  year  — shoemaker. 

Tuesday  31st.  THE  LAST  DAY  OF  ANOTHER  YEAR!  — THANKS- 
GIVING AND  PRAISE  TO  THE  GOD  OF  PROVIDENCE  AND  OF 
GRACE  FOR  HIS  CONTINUED  MERCIES  AND  GOODNESS 
THROUGHOUT  ITS  VARIED  SCENES.  IT  HAS  BEEN  TO  MY 
COUNTRY,  AN  EVENTFUL  YEAR.  GOD  SEND  US  NATIONAL 
PEACE  AND  PROSPERITY  BEFORE  THE  CLOSE  OF  ANOTHER, 
IF  IT  MAY  CONSIST  WITH  THE  DIVINE  WILL.  Settled  with  Bro. 
W.  C.  Gathright  today  & paid  him  $12.10  in  full. 
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